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"Looks like we made it..."
 (Manilow, not Twain)

 
Here it is our third year, and it just gets

incrementally better! This is the 1st year
without one of the founders involved, and

as hard as I thought it would be...that
spot was filled by some amazing people,
without whom none of this would have

been possible.  Sounds so cliché, but it is
true...the right people are always there for
you at the right time. And that is exactly

why this festival is so amazing...the
people. What was really unique this year

was how the guests actually were like
stockholders in the festival. I needed to
live-stream and people attending heard

the call to help. I needed some tech, a DJ,
seat fillers, moderators...etc., and

everyone has pitched in!

ALEXANDRA   NAKELSKI
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING



- Alexandra
Nakelski

This is something I wanted all along. I
never wanted a divide between the

"staff" and the "guests"...everyone is a
VIP, a guest and part of the entourage.
Instead of talking about the amazing

program here, I want to do some shout
outs, (the following pages will attest to
the amazing content of the season). 

Also...we are going to rebrand for next
year to truly fit what we have morphed
into and where we are going...and for
the next season, Spring 2021...we are
headed for Berlin!!!!  Full thank you-s

will be in the epilogue but...T.J.
Johnsrud,  (Mom and Dad..) Amy

Peterson, Beth Reiners,Laura De La O
and Tatiana Pirogova, (who really came
through in a pinch) wow, my gratitude is
undying, you guys are superstars and I

love you!

People asked "how can I help?" and it seems they are
more invested in the festival when they do more than
just attend the screening of their film, but sincerely

support each other and have a role in the success of
the event.





Stephen Trask
Guest of Honor 2019

There are moments in art when
something pierces right through you.
 I have tears in my eyes as I write this

because I cannot believe someone
who wrote something so beautiful as
 “The Origin of Love”, the epic ballad
from Hedwig and the Angry Inch, is

coming to my festival for our
screening.

His prolific career includes heading up the music department and key member of
the house band at the (in)famous New York club Squeezebox...did I mention we are
also screening that documentary as well? He has scored dozens of films and was
nominated for a Grammy for his work on Hedwig…but at the end of the day…he is
just an awesome person. Rock musicals are in a genre all their own…and as much

as I adore Rocky Horror and Tommy…there is something just so much more
personal with Hedwig…it has a sweet vulnerability and tenderness to it….so while
rocking out tremendously… we are still reminded that angst comes from a sincere
place. It takes a certain boldness to express feelings you know may very well be

rejected by the world at large…but to do so anyways… well, that is just beautiful, in
my mind. I believe there is a certain fear of sincerity in modern culture…we have to

construct what we think people want from us on social media and this fear is
apparent in current pop music and film…



Trask’s work is sincere, and in the work
I have done in the tenure of my career,

that is the bottom line in how I judge the
quality of a work of art and how it
resonates within myself.His work

speaks from his heart…how do I know?
Because I feel it in my own.Thank you,
Stephen for Hedwig, and thank you for

the inspiration!
 

~ Alexandra Nakelski
Film Festival Director 



Hedwig and the Angry Inch 
Dir. John Cameron Mitchell 
(USA, 2001)Music, Lyrics, 
co-written and starring as

"Skszp"....
Stephen Trask!

CLOSING NIGHT
FILM:

When we watch a film has a significant impact
on how it resonates within us.  A song comes
out during a certain transitional phase of our
lives….we see a film that just so happens to
be in sync with what we are experiencing in
real time…it amplifies our feelings because

shared experience is an integral part of what
defines us. People often ask me “What is my

favorite film? ” It is infuriating…what decade?
What genre? Impossible to answer…but I am

going to have to say…Hedwig has always
been in my top 5.



“Wig in a Box” from the film is what did it for me.  Sitting in painfully
suburban Albuquerque I needed to go “out there”…beyond the confines
of the Spielbergian 80s to satisfy my Grass is Greener complex…I had
to go on a quest to find something that was missing inside of me.I did

and it has been the adventure of a lifetime.“The Strangest Things Seem
Suddenly Routine..” Hedwig came along when I had lost my way. On a

constant search for something. Not knowing what or whom exactly that
something was. How am I identifying with a German trans-musician a

decade older than I?  It was the wig.  I have been constructing my
identity the entire time.The identities we form to cope, as Carl Jung

would theorize…to discover the Self through individuation…the
negotiation of our conscious and subconscious self…In a way…we all
wear a wig, or a mask, or some consciously contrived mechanism to

express that extension of us yearning to communicate itself to the rest
of the world while still protected behind the safe confines of the

construction.It serves a purpose…and then the time comes to shed the
wig…as seen in the dénouement of Hedwig …we find ourselves

vulnerable but stronger. That which we are searching for has been with
us all along. 



Bottom line, Hedwig is about love. And wholeness.Yet without the capability to
laugh and embrace the self-deprecation, we would never heal. Humor is the balm of
all ills in the world.It is an absolute pleasure as a producer and scholar to make this

available to people who have treasured this classic since its release…and to
introduce it to those that have never seen it for a new wave of appreciation in

retrospect. And did I mention the co-writer and one of the stars, Stephen Trask, will
be in attendance for more of this conversation?  How did I get to be so lucky?!

 So it is with great humility and gratitude that I present Hedwig and the Angry Inch
as our closing night feature. This is a pinnacle and honor for me in my career, to be
able to express my love for this work of art and to be able to share it, is something I

will never forget.
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S q u e e z e b o x !  
D i r .  S t e v e n  S a p o r i t o ,  

Z a c h  S h a f f e r  ( U S A ,  2 0 0 8 )

Featuring  Founding Houseband Member,
 Stephen Trask!



Many times I have described this festival as one that focuses on the
“zeitgeist.” Without being too pedantic, I would like to use a

definition that surprisingly both philosopher, Hegel and legendary
director, John Carpenter, both have used; that people producing

works of art are either consciously or unconsciously influenced by
the spirit of the era.  What is going on in the world, socially,

politically, globally is reflected in that art regardless of intent.  In
retrospect, like anthropologists, we can examine music, film,

literature etc. and learn so much about the collective
consciousness…about the people and their thoughts at that

particular moment in time.It is hard to visualize a time before 9/11
anymore.  We look back at a time before rampant social media and

Internet dominated our culture and it is almost like looking at
ancient artifacts. A sense of innocence or grand naïveté permeated

the late 20th century before the veritable fall from grace.
Squeezebox is like a Polaroid photo taken, a snapshot of that

delicate time in New York before 9/11…when no one could even
fathom how different our lives would change after the dawn of the
Millennium.  I invite the viewer to watch this documentary with this
in mind, and perhaps you may agree with me that it was not so very

long ago chronologically but yet feels like a lifetime ago. 
Alexandra Nakelski



“A man in a dress is strangely invincible
 

”Once upon a time (like the mid-’90s), a party
promoter named Michael Schmidt had a novel
idea: drag queens dumping the lip-synching
routine to sing rock and roll live onstage. No

one knew what to expect when they first
opened the doors to Don Hill’s on the fateful

night that SqueezeBox! was born in downtown
Manhattan. With Mistress Formika presiding as

hostess and den mother, the drag queens
rocked New York nightlife in a way no one had

ever seen before. But what began as a place for
queer misfits who’d rather hear a guitar riff than
a disco beat turned into a pansexual free-for-all.
Straight or gay. Preppy or punk. Man or woman
(or somewhere in between). All were welcome
at SqueezeBox! as long as they were there to

have fun. Though celebrities like John Waters,
Debbie Harry, Liv Tyler, Cherie Currie and Bob
Gruen were regular fixtures, the movie stars,

drag queens, punks, and everyone in between
partied elbow to elbow, waiting for a glimpse of

what would happen next on stage.
 



JOHN CAMERON MITCHELL 
(CREATOR OF HEDWIG AND THE ANGRY INCH)

 
"It was the club that I had always been waiting for my

whole life.  I could just barely tolerate the music in
most gay places until that point. But in terms of a full-

on queer rock ’n’ roll place that was performance-
based but also a place where, you know, you could

slam with cute boys without fear of breaking their hair
– that was the place to go. You know, it was kinda
scary. You never knew what was gonna happen. It

was like punk rock just got invented by gay people at
that point. There was always The Buzzcocks and

Jayne County and everything.  So it was from
heaven."







OPENING NIGHT FILM

 
(Dir. Eva Husson, 2018)

English Subtitles
Friday September 6th 2019

6:45PM- 9:15 PM
Run Time 1hr 55 min

Q and A -30 min
Actress Zübeyde Bulut 

in attendance!
Rialto Theater Ceintuurbaan

338, 1072 GN Amsterdam

Synopsis
During the last few decades in

mainstream cinema, it has been
prevalent to depict women as powerful

action heroes, often seen in acts of
unbelievable feats for their body type or

skill set. The “Mary Sue” came to be. 
However, what is often missing from
these female action characters is that

which defines the hero (male or female)
…discovering inner strength and

courage even and most often in times of
vulnerability.  To me, the most

compelling women (and men) in these
genre films are those that must over

come obstacles, discover their internal
power and develop an arc in the journey
the audience shares with them along the

way.

Friday September 6th

Girls of the Sun



Constructed Identities : Panel
   Identity is an elusive concept. We feel we must define ourselves using a

relatively small selection of roles and conscious character traits, even if none
accurately represents our notion of “Self.” The confusion surrounding our true

natures is further compounded by the fact that society regularly asks us to
suppress so much of our emotional, intellectual, and spiritual vibrancy. How has

digital media and technology fostered or burdened these expressions of
individuation? The 1980s cyberpunk movement, with William

Gibson’s Neuromancer as the apotheosis, thrilled science fiction audiences with
dystopian visions of society completely transformed by digital technologies.

Today in 2019, global society is transitioning into a universal culture dominated by
these cyber spaces and in turn, the very term identity has metamorphosed into

something that challenges how we previously defined humanity. Currently we are
experiencing a significant epoch of change.Professional You Tuber, Tatiana

Pirogova, Professional Twitch Content Creator, Shanna Zwart, Fandom and pop
culture PhD scholar, Neta Yodovich and Television and Radio broadcaster and sci-
fi scholar, Laura De La O form a generationally and culturally diverse perspective

in this engaging discussion and exploration of these questions. This forum is open
to the public in hopes we can navigate where our species is headed in our

connection or disconnection to those sitting near us or thousands miles away. Be
prepared for some heated and enlightening debate!



Well what happens if you are a “trap”? In today’s gender bending atmosphere it
seems there is a different word describing new identities every day.  It is often

hard to keep up. But I would contend that if one has the “It” factor…it transcends
gender, generation and societal norms. Tatiana Pirogova has definitely got the

“It” factor and we are delighted that he is coming to our festival to participate on
our “Constructed Identities” panel. His You Tube content is British-ly sarcastic

and very “meta”, commenting on the fallacies of online culture while
simultaneously engaging in creating an online community. Visit (and subscribe!)
his You Tube channel for a dose of comedic flair and that ” je ne sais quoi”…and

visit our panel September 6th at Het Ketelhuis (Time TBD) for enlightening and
amusing discussion concerning this vast frontier of Cyber Identity. Just who is

this fascinating creature behind the mask?
You Tube

Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA6sbyTr_jpTKqqKuaTi_SA 
Tatiana on Tatiana: Tatiana Pirogova is obviously beautiful and talented, but that

goes without saying… Only having started in October of last year Tatiana, had
gained an audience of over 30,000 (as of this writing) who come to watch diverse

content from videos on Multi Level Marketing scams to creepy PM reddit
readings and Tinder proposals written by clueless weirdoes who have no idea
how to communicate with women. She writes and edits all of her own material,
making her a true renaissance woman. As if it can’t get any better…she’s got a

black belt in karate, undoubtedly adding to her feminine mystique….Independent,
strong, beautiful, she’d be the perfect woman if she wasn’t a he, wearing a dress

and a wig.

TATIANA PIROGOVA

Constructed Identities Panel:

With “It”, you win all men if you are a woman and all
women if you are a man.

 It can be a quality of the mind as well as a 
physical attraction.

— Elinor Glyn (1927)



SHANNA ZWART
Twitch Partner, TV & stage host.  Musician,

Gamer, Content creator and pun enthusiast.
Head of streamer program at Movember

I started streaming on Twitch at a time of grief, depression and escapism
when I was 20. From the most horrible moment in my life grew

something beautiful. My channel has grown into a full time job for almost
six years now but not only that, it has grown into a supportive

community that is honest with each other, care about each other, and
above all, has fun together. It went beyond what I do, and became more
about what we can do together to forget about life for a bit. I love that I
can put a smile on people’s face, and in return, when I go live in a bad
mood my community never fails to turn my day around too. From my

channel and adventures on Twitch I have gained opportunities I would’ve
never imagined. I’ve done a Ted talk, travelled around the world and have

now started working for a charity called Movember heading up their
global streamer program. I do what I love, and although it’s risky making
your hobby a job, and it adds pressure to being creative, I wouldn’t have
changed a thing about that decision. I feel fortunate to be able to make

an impact on other people’s mood on a daily basis!

Constructed Identities:
Panel



I am a third-year PhD student in Sociology at the University of
Manchester, UK. I first became a fan more than 20 years ago,
when I watched Buffy the Vampire Slayer for the first time. I
have been a fan and popular culture aficionado ever since.

During my MA studies in Sociology and Anthropology I decide
to merry both of my passions – sociology and fandom, and
become a fandom scholar. My MA research focused on de-
stigmatization strategies among Harry Potter and Twilight

female fans, in which I explored the particular on-going stigma
and ridicule against female fans. My current PhD research

scrutinizes how women negotiate between their identities as
feminists and science fiction fans (Doctor Who and Star Wars,

in particular). I am particularly interested in how women
construct their identities as fans and feminists and assess the
“authenticity” of their identities, especially when the fandom

they are associated with includes problematic gender
representations and is traditionally considered male-centered.

NETA YODOVICH

Constructed Identities:
Panel 



LAURA DE LA O

Constructed Identities: Panel  

Laura took my Late 20th Century American Science Fiction Film
class at the University of New Mexico back in 2012 and the thrill

to have a student-now-my- colleague is indescribable! If you
want to have an epic conversation about everything from the

Strand Theory, the Singularity, Quantum Mechanics …the basic
time space continuum to Beavis and Butthead….look no further.
Laura’s intelligence is matched only by her wit. Reunited after 7

years, Laura has offered her editing prowess and genius film
reviewing savvy to our festival.She has years of radio and

television broadcast under her belt, is now currently serving as
the Senior Promotions Producer at KNME-TV, and I have no

doubt, world domination on her horizon…
~ AN



Mazin Sherbayani 
KURDISH SHOWCASE

Mazin first screened with us back in
2016 at the Norwich Radical Film

Festival with Dyab which has since gone
global in winning awards and notoriety. 
Not only is he an incredible filmmaker…I
clearly remember him at 3 am trying to

keep me up to continue the party when I
had a screening the next morning! He is
the true spirit of film festivals…quality

film and fun loving presence.  we are so
excited to have him host his own

showcase this year and present our
opening night film Girls of the Sun to

help contextualize Kurdish cinema and
its significance.

Bio:  Although I consider myself as a citizen of the world and love to
live in a pluralistic and multicultural society, but the reality for me is

very different to be a Kurd in this day-and-age, where my identity,
cultural rights and language are constantly under threats from

neighboring countries, countries that are occupying the land of my
ancestors which is been inhabited by the Kurds for thousands of

years.Since my childhood art and storytelling, in particular cinema, is
always been the passion of my life to indulge in a fantasy world where I
can be truly the soul who can cross times, places, borders, countries

and meet people across the world without any boundaries or
justifications. My endeavor is to tell stories that I am passionate about
it and to tackle social, political and psychological issues of my people

within a global understanding and awareness of other cultures.



Dyab (UK/Iraq, 2016)  20:00, 
Short Documentary
The Deluge (Iraq/UK, 2017) 20:00,
Short Documentary 
Stride (Iraq/UK, 2019) 14:45 
Sama (Iraq/UK, 2017) 15:01, 
Short Documentary



KURDISH SHOWCASE at the  CREA
SHORT DOCUMENTARIES 

(FILMMAKERS IN ATTENDANCE!)  
 

Facing Death with Wire Cutters – Dir. Sarwar Abdullah (Kurdistan,
2017)  Unseen Photos of Anfal– Dir. Hawraz Muhamed and Nabaz
Ahmed  (Kurdistan, 2019) Iraq/Iran Project-Minority Rights Group

International Panel w/ short Where We Belong: Returning To Nineveh
Plains (Dir. Dario Bosio, Maren Wickwire) Mays Al-Juboori: Civilian

Rights Officer in attendance

Resilience and Recovery: Minorities and Reconciliation in Iraq.
 

After the retake of Mosul by the Iraqi forces and the defeat of ISIS in Northern Iraq,
reconstruction and recovery represent the most important objectives for a stable
and peaceful Iraq, and the plains of Nineweh are one of the main stages where to

look if one wants to understand the many challenges faced by Iraqi civil society.In
the wake of one of the most brutal sectarian conflicts that has ever happened in the

region, the many ethnic groups living in Nineweh are now exploring ways of
coexistence and slowly trying to rebuild a society that can overcome past tensions
while looking towards a more peaceful future. During a talk following the projection
of the film Where We Belong: Returning to Nineveh Plains, Mays al-Juboori (Minority

Rights Group International) and Dario Bosio (director of the film) discuss the
challenges faced by ethnic minorities in Northern Iraq, with a particular focus on the
struggles of human rights defenders and the need for a more complex portrayal of
the regional issues in the international mediasphere. Mays Al-Juboori is a civilian

rights officer at Minority Rights Group International where she specializes in human
rights in Iraq. Mays has over 5 years’ experience in research, advocacy and

supporting civil society activists and organizations in the country. She has an
academic background in international law.Minority Rights Group International (MRG)
is the leading international human rights organization working to secure the rights of
ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities and indigenous peoples. Through training

and education, legal cases, publications, the media and cultural programs MRG
supports minority and indigenous people as they strive to maintain their rights – to
the land they live on, the languages they speak, to equal opportunities in education

and employment, and to full participation in public life. Founded in 1969 and with
offices in London, Budapest and Kampala, MRG works with about 130 partners in

over 60 countries across the world. It has consultative status with the United
Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and observer status with the

African Commission for Human and Peoples’ Rights.



Filmmakers in Attendance for Q+A!
Laughter and Forgetting  Dir. Hawraz Mohammed-  
(Kurdistan, 2018) 13:36
Broken Song Dir. Can Bapir  (Austria 2018) 31:00
A Long Night  Dir. Kamiran Betasi – (Kurdistan, 2018) 10:00
Evan, A Survivor’s Story  Dir. Rafiqfuad Yarahmadi  (Iraq, UK) 18:50

Kurdish Shorts I

The Mandarin Tree Dir. Cengiz Akaygün (Germany, 2018) 17:58 
Breath Dir. Zirek Mira  (Kurdistan 2005) 5:45
The Last Embrace Dir. Saman Hosseinpuor  (Iran, 2019) 4:01
The Pattern Dir. Azad Jannati (Kurdistan, 2018) 6:57 
There Was a Country  Dir. Hebun Polat  (Turkey, 2018) 03:57
Anniversary  Dir. Angelica Germanà Bozza (Germany, 2018) 14:17
The Fog 19:45  Dir. Ferdi Taskir – (Turkey, 2019)
Looking for God  Dir. Zirek Mira (Kurdistan, 2007) 6:34

Kurdish Shorts II



KURDISH FILMS AT THE NAUTILUS
Director Veysi Altay had sporadic correspondence with us
indicating that he was about to go to prison in Turkey
because he made these films.  We at the festival wish him the
best and admire his conviction to speak for those who cannot
even though he knows the consequences. When the power of
cinema advocates social change or shines a light on the
corrupt, those in power try to silence you.

New Life
Dir.  Veysi Altay  (Turkey, 2017) 48:00

This film offers a glimpse into a war-torn city  (Kobane) in the Aleppo
region of Syria, and of the young women who have joined the fight to
reclaim control of the city from Islamic State militants. It struck me as

amazing that high school and university-aged women could fight
guerrilla warfare to defend their country and their communities, and

still show playful, hopeful, almost innocent smiles. And then I
remembered that there is no shortage of similar stories of young male

soldiers coping with the ravages of war through humor and
camaraderie. As a woman, I found this film inspiring and up-lifting.
The male and female battalions appear to work well together with

mutual respect for each other and a common goal of protecting their
home town. It is an important story to be shared, for the sake of Syria,

Kurdistan, and the women who would not stay at home waiting for
peace.Karen Peterson

Rojava - A Call to Arms 
 Filmmaker Edoardo Richard Grasselli-Moyse in attendance! 
Veysi Altay has been involved in photography and cinema  for 20
years. He worked for many years as an administrator for Amnesty
International and for 6 years and for the Human Rights Association
(İHD) and also reported at the war in Rojava (Western Kurdistan)
during the battles against ISIS in Serêkaniyê/Ras al-Ayn (2013) and
Kobanê (2014). He combines his media and documentary work with
Turkish-Kurdish translation and interpreting. Altay has carried out
archival research on subjects such as mines, the lynch culture,
nationalism, seasonal workers and political disappearances and has
produced a book of photography, published in three languages,
entitled Em Ên Wenda (We, the Disappeared), featuring 100 photos
and 100 stories of people who were disappeared by the state.





Amsterdam film eXperience Showcase

Sunday, September 8th 12:15 PM
Last year  Steve Armor, director of the

Amsterdam Film eXperience, 
(a mixed media and art installation festival) 
wowed us with a non-narrative feast for the

eyes.  Armor returns this year with hand picked
selections and will be in attendance for a 

Q and A following the film at the  Rialto Theater!

Estuaries 3- Bret Battey  8:46, 2018
A hypnotic drone film spawned from

research in areas related to algorithmic
music, haptics, and image and sound
relationships.“The Estuaries series

involves visualizing Nelder-Mead
optimization, a process used by

mathematicians to find solutions to
complex, multi-variable problems that

cannot be addressed by solving
equations. The music was created with my

Nodewebba software, which interlinks
pattern generators to create complex

emergent behaviours”

Coiled Fall- Sergej Vutuc 
(music by Zaïmph)7:49, 2018 Abstract 

Super8 visualization by
 Sergej Vutuc for the drone release

Coiled Fall by recording artist
Zaimph (Marcia Bassett)

SANDSCAPE | Shores- Kelly Joanne Jenkins 4:57, 2018
An award winning sensual and fluid music video by a vibrant new filmmaker,

Kelly Joanne Jenkins (Amsterdam/London).



Light Matter- Virgil Widrich  5:00, 2018
A black and white film that lets you see

colors.“Light Matter” takes advantage of a
physiological phenomenon that was

described by Gustav Theodor Fechner and
Hermann von Helmholtz as early as the

middle of the 19th century but has not yet
been satisfactorily explained by science.

Ephemeral and the Material- Bridget
Hayden (music by Zaïmph)  6:30, 2019
Lush and ethereal video by artist,

musician, and filmmaker Bridget Hayden
for Zaïmph track Ephemeral and the

Material.

Octave Nightmare- Michal  Jablonski 
and  Martinovna

6:00, 2019
Collaborative audio-visual piece by VJ and

artist Martinovna to a track by deep techno
DJ Michal Jablonski (Poland).

The Magma Chamber- Written by Shantala Pèpe 
Directed in collaboration with Antonin De Bemels  18:58, 2019 

A woman at war with the voices that haunt her, in quest of a face lost
in time. As the bonfire dies, her breath returns, a volcano stirs…

Amsterdam film eXperience  Showcase 



2ANNAS FESTIVAL RIGA, LATVIA
SHOWCASE

Apocalypse Please
At The Nautilus 

We are so pleased to have our sister festival in
Latvia participate with us in 2019! Two of Astra’s

films showcased at Manifesto last year and for 2019,
we are pleased to have her specially curate a short
film program for us! Watch this space to see date,

time and content of her amazing contribution! Astra
Zoldnere is a Latvian film director, curator and

researcher. In her line of work practical and
theoretical aspects of film interact with each other.
Her shorts Treasures of the Sea (2013) and All My

Dead (2014) have been shown in many film festivals
and received prizes. Her latest documentary,

Blueberry Spirits, (2016) was premiered in
DOK:Leipzig, screened at the Canadian

Documentary Film Festival HOT DOCS and 40 other
film festivals including Manifesto in 2018! Astra is a

program director at Riga International Short Film
Festival 2ANNAS. Since October 2018 she studies in

the artistic-scientific PhD program at the Film
University Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF.In honor of
my never-ending PhD, good friend and colleague

Astra curates this collection of shorts to remind me
of why I am doing this important research! Enjoy her

hand picked program on capitalistic apocalypse!

Black Friday 18:00
Waste – 5:53

Nowhere Line: Voices from Manus Island -15:00
VIOLENT EQUATION 5:00– 

YULYA fiction – 19:00
Zombies-14:50



DUTCH FILM 
SHOWCASE

Sunday, September 8th 1:45 PM
We’ve got a ton of local

filmmakers showing up for this 
Q and A with the best of the best! 
 Rialto Theater Pass the  Dutchie

 Netherlands Short Film Showcase
Run Time 1 hr 24 min

Nothing Has to Be Official
Dir. Irma Oldenburg 
(Netherlands, 2018)

28:00*Filmmakers 
Irma Oldenburg and 

Mariëtte Faber
 in attendance!

Till the End of the World
Dir. Florence Bouvy 

(Netherlands, 2018) 26:00
*Director Florence Bouvy

 in attendance!



Short Calf Muscle 
Dir. Victoria Warmerdam (Netherlands, 2019) 13:00

(starring Henry van Loon!)
*Filmmakers Victoria Warmerdam – Writer/Director Trent – Producer and

Elsbeth Kasteel – Editor in attendance!

Happy New Year
Dir. Brandon Grötzinger and Wander Theunis (Netherlands, 2018) 8:51

*Filmmakers 
Brandon Grötzinger and Wander Theunis in attendance!

D
utch Film



F E A T U R E  F I L M S



Behind the Blue Door
Dir.  Mariusz Palej

 (Poland, 2016) 1hr 33 min
 

No other bestselling Polish children’s
book been adapted for the screen quite

like Behind the Blue Door, a favorite
among kids and teachers alike. The

adaptation takes viewers on an
extraordinary journey. It has everything

fantasy fans love: intriguing heroes,
mysterious monsters and new friends –
colorful, magical dreamscapes…. It is

the world you see when you close your
eyes before falling asleep. The magical

doors lead to a realm of the other-
worldly so real you can taste it, so

exciting you yearn to discover it and so
mysterious, it may even frighten

you. Behind the Blue Door is the first
Polish film to be made with such

momentum and epic special effects
and it is sure to appeal to the people of

all ages.

Camp Wedding
Dir. Greg Emetaz  (USA, 2018) 

1 hr 30 min
 

“Somewhere in the 80’s something went horribly wrong…”
This line really resonated with me as I am looking at US, Bumblebee and other

2019 films trying to either to go back to the 80s to rewrite history or relive it. Why?
What happened then that triggered a warp in the time space continuum to the
postmodern un-reality we experience today? HMMM?….When I first started to
watch thins I was thinking “here is another one of those trying too hard to be

quirky and funny films…” but then the humor was really getting spot on…it is her
wedding and no one got the “emails”….everyone is on the phone in the car on the
way up to the Camp…and I phones are the vortex to hell. And somehow a Teddy
Ruxpin has all the answers….a Gen X Valentine…! With the same commentary I

try religiously to bestow upon anyone who will listen! The acting was great
because all the characters who initially were superficially caricature-ish…ended
up to have surprisingly great development and arcs…so we actually care about

them.  Finally perhaps I am also biased because I can painfully relate to carefully
panning an event that is important to me and no one involved got my emails I sent
out or are as enthusiastic as I am..(this festival excluded…obviously!)  Just come

see this film…great schlock…great 80s style…and great humor.   
Alexandra Nakelski



Octav
Dir. Serge Ioan Celebidachi
(Romania, 2017) 1 hr 40 min

 

The storytelling in this film is methodical and beautifully executed. Octav is a
homecoming story that can be related to at any age. Homecomings 

(especially forced) are quiet, personal undertakings that compel us to come to
terms with our past experiences and decisions. I felt the uncertainty of

Octav’s future while watching him meander through his past. I felt the anxiety
of regret as he relived his childhood romance and traumas. But in the end, he

moves forward as he must. As we all must. 
Amy Peterson

Princess of the Row
Dir. Max Carlson 

(USA, 2019) 

I remember first seeing Carlson’s short, The Troll, back in 2013 screening for the
Seattle International Film Festival..It was an instant favorite of mine..I don’t think
they ended up screening it, however, it had always haunted me. And I was super

excited to finally own my own film festival where I could screen this gem. Thomas
Ohrstrom at  the Dutch Review came by to write about his favorite shorts at the
festival and it impressed him just as much as it impressed me. Fast forward a

year… I had seen on Facebook that Max had directed a new feature and I invited
him to submit to the festival. WoW…I mean first of all it was mind blowingly

awesome..but it also had Martin Sheen in it??!  Not to mention an award winning
lead performance by both Edi Gathegi and Tayler Buck.  This is why I do what I

do..because of films like this.The inspiring tale of a runaway foster child who will
stop at nothing to live with the only family she knows: her homeless, mentally-ill

veteran father who lives on the streets of LA’s skid row



Yonlu
Dir. Hique Montanari  

(Brazil, 2017)
1 hr 28 min

 
Yonlu is fiction film inspired by the true story of a 16 year-old boy who, aided
by the internet, won over the world with his talent for music and art. Fluent in

five languages, Yonlu had a network of virtual friends on all continents.
However, no one suspected he was also taking part in a forum for potential

suicides. We had received many submissions this year about true stories that
have occurred online and many of us could not even conceive of them…we

are so lucky that our resident Constructed Identity Panel member and online
expert commentator, Tatiana Pirogova, was here to truly give those of us who
are befuddled by the sheer enormity of topics and forums and the like flowing

out there in cyber space some clarification….
AN

This is an incredibly dark film, but that’s the intentional premise. There is
intrinsic meaning behind each component of the film for example, most

appropriately, the sets. From the start the contrast of his online and real life
showed the dichotomy of those two worlds. When he’s home, he’s “acting”

for his parents and the surroundings are blatantly shown to be just a set. The
segments that depict his Internet interactions are unique, dark, and

unfortunately accurate. I’ve seen forums like this, (especially those where
“Incels” lurk), reflecting the darkness of their minds. Getting stuck in this

perpetuating spiral of hatred towards themselves, the final outcome is often
tragic as Yonlu’s. 
Tatiana Pirogova



Feature Documentaries



BÎR (WELL)
Dir. Veysi Altay (Turkey, 2018) 

1 hr 3 min
 

In the 1990s many people in Kurdistan were taken into
custody and interrogated under torture; their killers

disposed of the bodies by throwing them out of
helicopters, or burying them in acid-filled wells.

Thousands were murdered/disappeared by paramilitary
forces—such as Jitem and Hizbul-Kontra—that were

financed and supported by the state, though they have
always stuck to the line: “We didn’t do it.” The

documentary ‘BÎR’ looks at the case of seven people,
including four children, who were disappeared from the
town of Kerboran [Dargeçit] in 1995, and tells the story

of their families’ tireless search for their bones.

LEFT ON PEARL 
 

I chose this film because it taught me a piece of my own history that I didn’t know
about. I was aware of the feminist movement in America in the 1970s. In my own

public-school education, however, the feminist movement was always
overshadowed by competing social justice movements of the 70s: civil rights,

Vietnam, and the environmental movement. To hear that women in Boston were
fighting for equal pay back in the 70s, and it is still a discrepancy that exists in our

country was pretty disheartening. But this film explored one occupation during
the feminist movement from a very positive perspective. While I beat my head
against the wall hearing about the blatantly misogynist actions of the Alabama

state senate, I can turn to this film to remind me that while the fight is never over,
it is important to celebrate the wins. Even if they are small wins. Because that win

can inspire another group of women in another decade or country to raise their
voices and demand equity. While it sometimes feels like our government’s

decisions are taking us back into the “dark ages,” I turn to Left on Pearl as a
reminder that social change is not one event, it doesn’t happen overnight, and it

almost never leads to perfect solutions. It is a process. And we have to engage in
that process however uncomfortable or seemingly disorganized it may feel in

order to be heard. 
Amy Peterson



New Life
Dir.  Veysi Altay  (Turkey, 2017) 48:00

 
 

This film offers a glimpse into a war-torn
city  (Kobane) in the Aleppo region

of Syria, and of the young women who
have joined the fight to reclaim control of

the city from Islamic State militants. It
struck me as amazing that high school
and university-aged women could fight
guerrilla warfare to defend their country

and their communities, and still
show playful, hopeful, almost innocent

smiles. And then I remembered that there
is no shortage of similar stories of young
male soldiers coping with the ravages of

war through humor and camaraderie. As a
woman, I found this film inspiring and up-

lifting. The male and female
battalions appear to work well together
with mutual respect for each other and

a common goal of protecting their home
town. It is an important story to be shared,

for the sake of Syria, Kurdistan, and the
women who would not stay at home

waiting for peace.
Karen Peterson

PLAYLAND USA
Dir. Benjamin Schindler 

(Germany, 2019)
*Filmmaker in Attendance!

1 hr 28 min
 

This film is an honest and thorough visual journey through America and its obsession
with religion, the occult, and reenactments of our often horrific history as a young

nation. At first glance, I wondered where the story was headed. But the juxtaposition of
civil-war reenactments and UFO-sighting recreations captured my intrigue, because
the imagery all felt familiar despite lack of cohesion in subject matter. Perhaps it is a

critique on the mistakes of our past, and perhaps it is a celebration of the diverse
forms of storytelling that can be found across the thousands of miles from the Atlantic
seaboard to the Pacific. In any case, I got the sense that while rich in narrative history

and counterculture, we Americans are not the heroes… Amy Peterson



SHORT
DOCUMENTARIES



58
Dir. Íris Flores Mota

 (Portugal, 2018)  17:00
 
 

This short doc very sweetly illustrates the
possibility of having a healthy, loving

relationship in which two individuals maintain
their independence while maintaining a

shared identity. Joaquina and Januario are
always in each other’s company, but they

nurture each other in their own ways.
Joaquina is a world-renowned medalist

athlete. Januario is her partner in life and in
love, and they find ways to enjoy the same

things in life while experiencing it in different
ways from each other. 

Amy Peterson
BURKINABÈ BOUNTY: 
Agroecology in Burkina Faso

Dir. Iara Lee (Burkina Faso, 2018) 36:37
 

Burkina Faso—a small, landlocked country
in West Africa. Showcasing activist farmers,

students, artists, and leaders in the local
Slow Food movement, the film looks at how
the Burkinabè people are reclaiming their
land and defending their traditions against
the encroachment of corporate agriculture.I

support this film because it speaks to a
community that is trying to “be the change

they want to see.” Worth including to inspire
others to do the same, in whatever way that

means for them. But most importantly,
questioning where your food comes from,
and encouraging creative endeavors that

challenge the consumer culture.
Amy Peterson

Evan, A Survivor's Story
Dir. Rafiqfuad Yarahmadi 

(UK/ Kurdistan, 2018) 19:00
*Filmmaker in Attendance!

 
 

Evan, is a survivor of ISIS attacks. He is from
Kurdistan and had to escape his homeland

leaving his family behind suddenly. Now he lives
far away and all he wants is to touch and smell his

children once again. Rafiqfuad is a Kurdish-
British filmmaker, currently living in the UK.

Before becoming a filmmaker, he was working as
a journalist and TV presenter in Kurdistan for up

to ten years. He also has passion for photography
and had two exhibitions in Iran and Iraq.



Exit
Dir. Katharina Woll (Israel, 2017) 23:00 

 
Exit is about two women who left the ultra-orthodox community. Sara

Murray became ultra-orthodox at the age of 17 when she moved to Israel
from the US and met her future husband. She lived a strong religious and

dedicated life before she couldn’t  handle the rigidness of her faith any
more. Leaving the ultra-othodox world she lost all her children, who she

can now only meet 2 hours a week in a day care center watched by
Rabbinical social workers.Sarah meets Heidi, daughter of chairman of the
United Torah Judaism Party. She was raised ultra-orthodox in Bnei Brak
and married at the age of 17. Always wanting to escape the religious life
she managed to get a divorce and to take her two kids with her. Today

Heidi fights for women’s rights especially within the religious community.
She helps Sarah to reopen her case at the Rabbinical Court and eventually

get the custody of her children.

Facing Death with Wire Cutters
Dir. Sarwar Abdullah (Kurdistan, 2017) 30 min

*Director in Attendance! 
Facing Death depicts the military engineering
team of Kurdish Peshmerga forces, working
with some very simple equipment like wire

cutters and wire blade to protect civilian
people from bombs and mines planted by

ISIS. This brave crew while often facing many
obstacles and making sacrifices on the way,
actually lost three members of the team while

shooting scenes of this film.

Flip the Switch
Dir. Dave Moutray (USA, 2018) 10:00

 
From villages that live in darkness at night to villages that have just discovered how

solar power can change their lives, Flip the Switch tells the story of Solar Mamas,
women from developing countries who have been trained as solar engineers. Starting in

India and making their way to Central America and Africa, this film shows how Hogan
Lovells, one of the largest law firms in the world, and Barefoot College, the world’s
largest NGO, came together to empower women and girls as change agents. Their

shared journey illustrates that a global effort to inspire similar committed partnerships
is needed to make measurable progress toward the UN SDGs — one woman at a time,

one village at a time.



My Theater
Dir. Kazuya Ashizawa (Japan, 2018) 19:45

 
The man closed the cinema 55 years ago. Even so, people are still coming. The man

also set  fire to the projector today.  He will never let it go!”As a cinema lover, I am so
happy to have watched this. Will there even be  cinemas anymore in the future or are
we all only to be Netflix/HBO/etc. users? The old man is synonymous with old school

cinema. I loved how people of his own age asked questions, while the younger
generation was taking pictures. In 60 years, will there be a documentary about one of

those students?

Nothing Has to be Official
Dir. Irma Oldenburg *Filmmaker in Attendance!

(Netherlands, Portugal, 2018) 28:00 
 

“Pass the Dutchie” program. A story of one aging
hippie’s struggle to escape the social contract
and declare himself a sovereign individual. An
ultimately unlikeable protagonist that vacillates

between conspiracy theories and practicing as a
medically dubious energy healer, he is forced to
re-think his position when he must rely on others
for his care. A subtle and interesting insight into
the mind of a man who has turned his back on

society but whom does not fully appreciate what
that may truly mean. 

Hugh Holds

Nowhere Line: Voices from
Manus Island

Dir. Lukas Schrank (UK/Australia, 2015) 15:00 
 

In July 2013, the Australian Government introduced
a controversial immigration policy, transferring

asylum seekers arriving by boat to remote offshore
detention centres on foreign Pacific islands. Seven

months later, the Manus Island centre erupted in
violence when police and guards put down protests

with sticks, machetes and guns, and 23 year-old
asylum seeker Reza Barati was killed. Sadly, we live

in the times where some people are experiencing
more opportunities than others just because of the
country from which they are born.. Not all people

are welcomed in all places. The animated
documentary depicts the life of the people who are

now not welcomed anywhere. They are put in a
virtual purgatory where they can’t do much else

then desperately wait. But wait for what?  
Astra Zoldnere



Pinky Gurung
Dir. Gopal Shivakoti (Nepal, 2018) 13:00

 
It’s the end of the election time for the 2017 House of

Representatives in Nepal. Pinky Gurung, a young
transgender, is running her trailblazing campaign. With her
team, she’s  “old school” walking the streets handing out

flyers and connecting with  citizens to win their vote.
Meanwhile Gurung tells about the struggles she faced
along the way and why it’s important for her (and other

members of the LGBT community in Nepal) to be selected
as representatives.  Pinky Gurung is a short slice of life

documentary about what’s it like running a campaign as a
transgender woman in Nepal.  Lieke Hendrikse

Rojava - A Call to Arms
Dir. Edoardo Richard Grasselli-Moyse  (UK, 2018) 12:00

*Filmmaker in Attendance!
In May 2017, Charlie left everything behind to go and

fight against ISIS in Rojava, Kurdistan, a Middle Eastern
utopia based on the notions of feminism and equality. 
Charlie recalls what it is like to be at war with ISIS and

takes us to an outpost in the battle of Raqqa, ISIS’
capital.  As Charlie re-adapts to ordinary British life, his
comrades in Syria are still fighting, and paying the price.

Tears of the Olive
Dir. Johannes Ziegler (Italy, 2018) 14:28

 
So what does an old timer who absconded to Tuscany to raise

olives for oil that would delight the most refined epicurean have to
do with our festival this year?Often in science fiction the future is
presented in an extremely bifurcated manner. People that life in

high tech digital cyber utopias, and those in the “outskirts” of the
“City”…living a rural almost primitive existence. With more and

more people choosing to go “off the grid”, saying goodbye to the
anxieties of global living, these futuristic portrayals are becoming
more and more a reality.  Choosing to “unplug” and live life as it
was mean to be lived is an admirable choice.  One I wish I could
make, but as the chasm divides wider between the two, it seems

being able to have one foot in both worlds is nearing impossible. 
AN

The Volcano Concert
Dir. Przemysław Wawrzyniak 

(Poland/Iceland, 2017) 20:13
 

Journey to the Center of Awesome-ness! 420 kilograms of equipment, hundreds of hours of
rehearsing, 3600 kilometers to travel…On 19th August 2016, Maciej Fortuna and his band played 120

meter below ground level in an Icelandic magma chamber of the Thrihnukagigur volcano. This
‘underground performance’, inspired by Polish folk music, was the first concert inside a volcano in

the history of jazz. “It was like flying a glider. There are no second chances at landing,” says the
group’s leader and his words perfectly depict the character of this project.



This is the War Room!
Dir. Boris Hars-Tschachotin  (Germany, 2017) 12:35

 
The legendary production designer Ken Adam, aged
93, cigar in hand, brandishes his Flo-Master one last
time to conjure up the year 1962 and the iconic War
Room he created alongside Stanley Kubrick in Dr.

Strangelove. This year we  are definitely celebrating
sound design and music in film…however, quite often

directors and actors get most credit for a film’s
success…I truly believe production and art designers

can be auteurs and are the unsung heroes of
memorable cinema.  Ken Adams created a “look” for
his zeitgeist. His Bond films are undoubtedly iconic
due to his his creative flare and his contribution to

cinematic history is duly remembered by our festival.  
AN

Unseen Photos of Anfal
Dir. Hawraz Hama Rashid (Kurdistan,2019) 26 min

 
 

This is the story of a photographer’s life who lived
in areas of Iraqi Kurdistan where genocide was

practiced during the 70s and 80s. He
photographed the people of the villages and towns

of that region. After more than 25 years the
negatives passed from owner to owner and finally
a resident of Asker found those pictures. This led
to searches for the relatives of those missing from
Anfal Military Operations. Thirty years later, many

villagers are able to see pictures of their loved
ones whom they lost with images they didn’t even

know existed. Waste
Dir. Roberth Fuentes (Philippines, 2018) 5:53

 
The hidden face of capitalism creates an enormous
amount of waste which is usually then sent to Third

World countries to deal with.  Director Roberth
Fuentes uses the cinematic forum to address the
crucial environmental questions our planet faces.

While we keep creating plastic and other waste, fish
in the oceans keep dying and the pollution

 drastically changes the appearance of our planet
and still people in Western Culture do not give their

wasteful consumption a second thought.  Astra
Zoldnere



Where We Belong: Returning To Nineveh Plains
Dir. Dario Bosio/Maren Wickwire (Germany/Kurdistan/Italy/UK/USA, 2019) 21:00 

 
Where We Belong follows the stories of Abbas, a young Shabak working hard to
improve life in the region through a radio show and volunteering, and Alyaa, a

female Turkmen lawyer in Iraq, helping families who have been affected by ISIS to
claim justice and compensation. The film offers a rare glimpse on what everyday
life looks like in post-ISIS rural Iraq.Dario contacted me immediately to see if we
wanted to hold a talk with Minority Rights International about displacement of
ethnic groups  the region. He doesn’t just make the film and then puts it on the

shelf…he really believes in that what he is doing is important. This type of
initiative and drive is something we here at Manifesto admire and do what we can

to get people like Dario a space to contextualize his work to the public. AN

Virtual Memory
Dir. Julie Goldstein (USA, 2019) 22:44

 
Once there was a time when images were made from head to hand.Devices came into being which allowed the

chemical capture of light.Persistence of vision, motion. Electrical capture of light. Distribution and broadcast, reception
with the set.Computers – the pixel – a fraction of light – more like pointillism, a comic.The speed, multiplicity of

transmission – active viewership.The generation of synthetic images to replicate the real, not necessarily in terms of
realism of representation, but in terms of realism in interaction.Interaction, an extension of active viewing.

Randomness increases.Screen being replaced by an immersive experience. Projection of a holographic image.Virtual
becomes a replacement space.Walter Benjamin  theorized about the significance of “art in the age of mechanical

reproduction” but I wonder about humans in the age of “digital reproduction”” How do you archive the digital? Memory
will be altered by this shift since the first photograph existed.  The age of printed photos and film is over…for those of

us on the tail end of this epoch extinction…how will we “remember”?  AN



Short Films



32-Rbit
Dir. Victor Orozco Ramirez  (Mexico, Germany, 2018) 

My grandmother was convinced that the only animal that made the same
mistake twice is the human being. An essay short film about my very own
Internet, a parallel world where memory loss, errors, surveillance and

addiction smear everything and everyone.

Ad Infinitum
Dir. Murat Çetinkaya (Turkey, 2018) 

Invisibility of authority is power.Beautifully filmed. Creepy and
relevant. A compelling and well-made look at cycles of tyranny and

violence in pursuit of gaining and maintaining that power.Karen
Peterson

Age Of Animals
Dir. Mustafa Yeşil (Turkey, 2018) 

One of those freaky animal head films that have been trending this year,
for what reason we are still trying to determine.  This one is set a bit
apart from the rest in its commentary on bringing a new perspective

regarding animals as perhaps sentient beings, or at least beings that can
understand suffering and deserving us rethinking our treatment of

them.And Tatiana has a cameo….

All In Good Time
Dir. Bonnie Dempsey (Ireland, 2017)

 friendship develops between Mal,  an Irish boy who lives on the
west coast of Ireland in 1918 and Sam, an Indian-Irish girl who lives

in the exact same place in 2018. They are magically able to
communicate across the ages through messages in a bottle they

throw into the sea.  Just a good old fashioned time-travel story.
The desire to connect has not, nor will it ever, change no matter

where…or when you are.



All the World is a Stage
Dir. Hannes Rall  (Singapore, Germany, 2016)  

This film gave me a thoughtful perspective on how I live my
own life in and out of the online community. Perhaps none

of us are able to escape the temptations of our own
narcissism in a post-modern world where most of our

accomplishments – whether droll or inspiring – are
captured for the viewing pleasure of our followers.Amy

Peterson

A Long Night
Dir. Kamiran Betasi  10:00 (Kurdistan, 2018)

In the aftermath of the 1975 Kurdish revolution against
Iraq, many families flee their homes and settle in refugee

camps in Iran.  A woman with her two children occupies
one of the tents. Due to the absence of a man (her husband)

the camp guards try to assault her. She cleverly protects
herself while living in constant fear.About Kamiran

Betasi:From Zakho, Kurdisran of Iraq, Betasi has been
working on television documentaries and programs. His

short films “Black Mirror”, “Roshan”, “A Long Night “, and ”
Silhouette ” have been to numerous film festivals. He is the

winner of the Jury Award at the Gulf Film Festival 2012 in
Dubai.

Anniversary
Dir. Angelica Germanà Bozza (Germany, 2018) 

Ahmet, a young widowed father and his 9-year old daughter,
Rozerîn, have left Turkey to start a new life in Germany. On
the anniversary of his wife’s death, the two perform their
favorite tradition to honor her memory. There is so much

meaning and feeling in this short story. It is sad and
heartwarming at the same time. It captures a range of

emotions including grief, loss of a loved one, loss of a way of
life, hope for the future, hope in the youth of the future,

generosity, kindness… A wholly relatable story.Amy
Peterson



A Star to Steer Her By
Dir. Giacomo Dondi  (Italy, 2018)  

In our constant barrage of modern living, the rat race, the
daily grind, we are anonymous in a sea of people…lonely

amongst the crowds.  It takes the literal impending
Apocalypse to strip people bare and truly ponder what

existence is.  But isn’t that always the case? To truly
appreciate life, it must be blatantly obvious how fleeting it

is?  Perhaps subconsciously that is why the “Apocalypse” has
become a colloquial term…we desire to connect again to
others on a human level. And the only way to break free

from societal constraints, is to eliminate society all
together.   

Alexandra Nakelski

As the First Time
Dir. Emanuela Mascherini  (Italy, 2018) 

Oscar is a photographer. He always tried to capture time, memories, and
thoughts. He had succeeded until the illness of his wife and the “digital”

stole steal all forms of memory.Each member of our staff had one that was
their personal favorite…this one was Beth’s: Heartbreaking and

heartwarming. This is so incredibly sweet, but also devastating. Great
production quality too. I love it. Please provide guests with tissues for this

one. Dare I say award worthy? This is definitely one of my favorites. But I will
be crying about it for the next several days.Side note from Alexandra:  This is
a perfect example of the loss of tactile. Thousands of digital photos on your

phone -scrolling and scrolling -will never beat the relevance of that once
special snapshot. The digital can be erased forever. You can’t hold it in your

hand.

A Visit
Dir. Parissa Mohit (Canada, 2018)

 Amidst a bustling cityscape, a child pays a visit to a woman
in a high-rise apartment. Inside, their interactions with

each other, and with the outside world, becomes
increasingly phantasmagorical.

Bavure
Dir. Donato Sansone (France, 2018) 

Bavure portrays the evolution of a human being from
his creation to his awareness of the mysteries of the

universe. It is a metaphor of the creation of the world
and a parable of the artistic process.



Black Friday
Dir. Stephane Moukarzel (Canada, 2017) 

Consumption is God in our capitalistic society. Different
discounts, special offers and Black Friday “deals” can

mobilize huge crowds into a feeding frenzy. Like a drug,
every year the day after Thanksgiving, these addicts

search for that shopping ecstasy and don’t notice the
human souls they sacrifice in the process.

Astra Zoldnere

Black Spirit
Dir. Chakib Taleb-Bendiab  (Tunisia, 2018)  

An old French archaeologist worn out by life yet still
adventurous is convinced that he is finally on the trail of

the legendary African Samurai clan, the “Black Spirits”,
in the Tunisian Sahara. Is his mystic journey just a dream

or a way to escape a reality he doesn’t want to accept
?  Ethereal and exquisitely shot…the feeling of in flux

between dreaming and waking life.  AN

Blue
Dir. Samantha Severin (USA, 2018) 

There are epic and momentous junctures in my career that illuminate my way
through the accruing nonsense that one must trudge through daily in the film

industry. One conversation will live on in my mind forever and that is when I
sat for a good chunk of time interviewing John Carpenter. We talked at length
about They Live, the culture of surveillance and apathy, and of Huxley’s Brave

New World.  In my mind it was impending…for him, it was already here. And now,
ten years later, I have come to agree.  What this all has to do with this

particular short film is the anonymity ..the nebulous, the unknown power that
has completely engulfed the human tendency for self expression and

autonomy. Web cams…wigs..strangers watching you..who or what is out there?
The void…We have domesticated ourselves into apathetic complicity.  

 Alexandra Nakelski



Breath
Dir. Zirek Mira  (Kurdistan, 2005)  

A piece of artistry about life’s continuation despite oppression,
symbolizing the Kurdish resilience in the face of tyranny.

Broccoli
Dir. Ivan Sainz-Pardo (Spain, 2018)

 Hey guys..I have a great idea..let’s develop artificial intelligence
that will one day deem itself superior and us obsolete!”

Broken Song
Dir. Can Bapir  (Austria 2018)

Love in diaspora, against her family’s approval Nasrin falls in love
with the lead of a Kurdish gypsy-style music band performing in

public places in Vienna.About Can Bapir:From a village near Kobane
in Rojava (Western Kurdistan), Can is presently studying acting and
film directing at an arts institute in Austria. He has also published

14 fiction and poetry books and has directed seven short films,
documentaries and Tv episodes.

Cavy World Cup
Dir. Maria Philips (Netherlands, 2017) 

 This quirky story captures the meet-cute of a professional
Hamster groomer and a fishmonger.  It made me laugh and

smile throughout, and is simply a visually-appealing nugget in
our festival lineup that features detailed styling and

charming use of color. Finding love in unexpected places takes
on a delightful new meaning!

Amy Peterson

Cold Storage
Dir. Thomas Freundlich  (Finland, 2016)

Why do Cro-Magnon men frozen in time love to party? 
Thaw out Brendan Fraser circa 1992 for this one!



Copy Shop
Dir. Virgil Widrich (Austria, 2001)

This short is certainly for film lovers! The Oscar-nominated
classic of 2001, which won 37 international awards, shows a

man getting caught up in the routine of his copy shop job
which has implications on his identity. Animated by Virgil

Widrich using 18,000 xeroxed frames, we hope viewers will
appreciate the homage to Chaplin-era silents that illustrates

a very modern crisis of the human psyche.
Amy Peterson

Dante vs. Mohammed Ali
Dir. Marc Wagenaar (Netherlands, Belgium, 2018)

Twenty-year-old Wolf is living in the boxing village of the
Netherlands. When he has to fight against his best friend
Alexander during a weekly match, he refuses. A rematch is
confirmed, which brings Wolf’s feelings and emotions to a

boiling point. He tries to convince Alexander to join him
leaving the village, but his overly romantic message runs

into a wall.
Difference

Dir. Ali Asadollahi (Iran, 2018) 
Director’s Statement: We now live in a world where difference of

opinion among humans is defined in a way that everyone thinks
that they’re the only one that is right and it’s always the others
who are wrong. Sometimes this difference of opinion culminates
in a denial of reality. Laura and I agree: A fantastically creative
take on the current problem of “reality as a matter of opinion”.

What are objective facts anymore? Is it mass delusion? Can we
have a conversation based on logic when there is no agreed upon

frame of reference?

DREAM/LIFE
Dir. David (DAVI.IN) Aufdembrinke 

(Germany, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 2018)
Ridden by thoughts of death and failing his life, a young man tries out what

happens if he assumes that everything was possible … and goes far beyond
anything he ever imagined.I wasn’t sure if I felt relief because it cathartically
resonated my postmodern anxiety or felt more anxiety because it seems like an

unending battle…perhaps, if anything, solace to know I am not alone. AN



Drive
Dir. Sara T. Gama (USA, 2017) 

The day I am writing this was a rough day.  It was one of those days where the cards are stacked against
you…and then like a ray of awesome-ness, I talked to director Sara T. Gama and remembered

clearly why  I devoted my life to be a platform for filmmakers who are dedicated to the craft and the
power of interconnectedness cinema creates. You know the feeling, when you first speak with someone

and that instant “I must have known you in a former lifetime” uncanny connection. Well she was
thrilled that I truly understood the meaning of her film, and I was thrilled that she was thrilled and
then we were talking Ladyhawke (RIP Rutger Hauer), late 70s culture, rock, politics, and everything in

between. She is the newest edition to the Manifesto family…welcome…people like you make all of my
efforts worth it ten fold!Alexandra Nakelski A teen tells her mom she is going to a movie with a friend

when really they are hitting the big city with her new driver’s license to a see a punk band.  She is
meeting live for the first time a boy she met online…she is a rocker, a rebel teen, and oh yeah…she is

Muslim…her hijab seems to be more controversial than any spike collar ever could be.  Gama’s brilliant
fusion of the outsider culture of punk rock and Islam is brilliant in its message. I would argue that it
challenges both Western preconceived notions…and traditional Islamic norms. Sometimes when you

take time to actually regard the “Other” you end up seeing yourself. AN

Easy Pickins
Dir. Will Hartman  (USA, 2007)  

Two thugs’ plan to rob a little old lady doesn’t go as
planned. (This was my father’s top pick then… and

still is! He loves “Senior Power”!) AN

Elvis!
Dir. Anahí Sotelo García and Iria Aboal Díaz 

(Spain, 2019) 
Packing as much weirdness and quirkiness into three

and half minutes that you can!  Compact madness…
and who doesn’t love good ol’ fashioned stop motion

animation?!
Error 404

Dir. Kays Khalil (Germany, Portugal, Egypt, Tunisia, 2017)
 After enduring years of harassment from the police, Mohamed

Bouazizi comes to a decision. On December 17th, 2010, he publicly sets
himself on fire. This is where Error 404 takes up its narrative about

the beginnings of the Arab Spring.



Eternity
Dir. Anna Sobolevksa  (Ukraine, 2017) 

Once upon a time in the nearest future humanity overcome the death by
digitizing the human’s souls. So, we will be granted with Eternity. But what

happened if Eternity faced with Love?The whole transhumanist movement
and desire for the Singularity has both fascinated me and left me

melancholy.  Uploading your consciousness to digital eternity is more like a
prison than defeating mortality. Where do “you” go? Mainframes and

electricity go down all the time. How do you know when you die that it is not
something wonderful? This short is beautifully poetic and haunting and

what sci-fi is all about. AN

Excuse Me, I'm Looking for the Ping-Pong Room and My Girlfriend
Dir. Bernhard Wenger  (Germany, Austria, 2018) 

think since the film is in fragments/streams of random consciousness, the synopsis
shall be pieces of what the screeners had to say when watching it off the tops of their

heads:Well shot and set in a stunning location. I can’t help but feel like the spa/resort is
the star of the show here. HHSweet, and cool – very first-world, Lost in Translation

vibe- SA A character just as clean and impersonal as the arena. It’s like he doesn’t wanna
go back to reality. Just staying in that spa for ever and ever. I think it is a perfect
(dystopian) metaphor for how some people use the Internet or virtual reality as

perpetual cycle of nothingness.  Avoid everything that you find difficult or unpleasant
and live in your own bubble, anonymously. LH Love the films where the location is also a

“character”- the endless search for something, when at the end, you find that to just
step away is reward in itself. AN



Farewell to the Ark
Dir. Yi-Feng Chang (Taiwan, 2019)

Indie Shorts Mag’s Nimisha Menon nails it in this review: “Jie and Shizuko are strangers to
one another in reality. But, in the virtual world, they are each other’s confidantes.

Perhaps a relatable theme of the present times, where everyone’s closest relationship is
with their screen and not the person sitting next to them, ‘Farewell To The Ark’ is

everyone’s cup of tea. Jie and Shizuko’s world is an online game where their real persona
falls paler in comparison to their virtual avatar. Director Yi-Feng Chang’s debut film, at

25:58 minutes bears themes of drama, tragedy and parallel narratives that sway between
the past and the present. Rest assured, it isn’t for the frivolous.”

Feel
Dir.  Luke Murphy (Ireland, 2018)

From The Film Scene’s Emily Thomas:“Feel is a sensory
ode to lost love. Inspired by Blade Runner and Her, the

short unravels a broken relationship and the
confusion and hurt felt by the protagonist Olivia upon
its conclusion. She falls in love, has her heart broken,
and eventually comes to a shocking realization about

her boyfriend.”

Flashback
Dir. Sjoerd de Bont (Netherlands, 2019) 
Cyclical, sci-fi/dystopian society vibes with good

production. It’s not trying to make any huge points
or save the world, but I felt it was a good, short

ride.Danny Osborne
Funky Lola

Dir. Julio Mas Alcaraz (Spain, 2017) 
I was, at times, uncomfortable while watching this short film,

and at times saddened for the desperation that Lola experiences
that drives her to make a questionable decision in order to

support her family. Lola is undoubtedly past her prime, but with
many healthy years left to live, she must find a way to survive in

a cruel world where it seems the only way to be of worth to
society is to create a fantasy version of herself. A pervasive

theme in our festival, but taken from a different perspective.
Amy Peterson



Generation YouTube
Dir. Felix Meinhardt (Germany, 2018) 

I can relate to many parts of the story because  I have personally witnessed similar
events.   I’m guessing the true story they are basing this on is about the couple on

youtube who tried to make a video of them shooting a large book to stop the bullet,
which ended up killing their partner. It dealt with the idea of stress from the need to
create and also the concept of burnout. The idea that the outside world, in this case

the parents, don’t care is a nice touch. (from a YouTuber who knows first hand the
necessity of creating content!)  Tatiana Pirogova

Gottlieb
Dir. Krste Gospodinovski (Macedonia, 2018) 

Mixed medium animation as mental illness. The two art styles used in this
film (rotoscoping and stop motion) each serve to heighten the other’s plunge
into uncanny valley territory, forcing the viewer to share in protagonist’s

sense of unease.Or, put more simply, just a damn cool animated short.
Laura De La O

Hambre
Dir. Alejandro Montalvo (Mexico, 2017)

On his 57th birthday, a man decides to do what is
necessary to redeem a lifetime of hunger. Not what I

would go for in a mid life crisis but to each their own!
Diana Nakelski

Happy New Year
Dir. Brandon Grötzinger, Wander Theunis

(Netherlands, 2018) 
This film was excellent. Shot in one location, which was

so effective for the story. For me, it highlighted the
importance of listening to someone when they are

otherwise difficult to work with. The character uses
empathy and humanity to help a person in need. She was

able to go beyond the mundanity of her job in order to
help a stranger deal with a personal crisis. It reminded
me of my Starbucks days, when my work sometimes went

beyond just making a simple cup of coffee.  
A P



In Full Bloom
Dir. Maegan Houang (USA, 2018) 

In Full Bloom is a surrealist short film about
overcoming the loss of a partner within the
parameters of living as a female Vietnamese

immigrant.After her husband’s death, Cecile
becomes an agoraphobic hoarder,

paradoxically practicing what she loves —
gardening — indoors, without the help of

direct sunlight. She orders worms to grow a
rare flower.

Into My Life
Dir.  Ivana Hucikova, Sarah Keeling, Grace Remington (USA, 2018) 

Growing up in the largest affordable housing cooperative in Brooklyn, Cassandra’s
world was artfully framed by her mother’s Super-8 camera. Today, Cassandra examines

and edits these films, gaining insight into the challenges her mother faced as a
creative Black woman and the importance of her vision.Part of our “Celluloid Heroes”
program and testament to the lost art of archiving.  Images of 8MM look as dreams do.
A far off memory, a life lived long ago. Will we sort through digital images years from

now with the same fondness and nostalgia? AN

Invitation
Dir. Sjoerd Martens (Netherlands, 2018) 

We are constantly leaving traces of our existence behind
in our surroundings but we also have the urge to erase

them as quickly as possible. They normally do not capture
our attention, either because of their everydayness or
perceived ugliness. The hidden beauty and purity of the

human traces are what I want to immortalize so that
they can be experienced differently and infinitely.

Consequently, the subjects are no longer taken for
granted. It is thus reminiscent of archeology, but with a

different purpose and an unconventional mean.”



iRony
Dir. Radheya Jegatheva (Australia, 2018) 

A film that explores the relationship between
man and technology…told from the perspective of

a phone.A perfect addition to our Constructed
Identity compilation.

I Made This for Mum
Dir. Melanie Essink (Netherlands, 2018) 

Seven years after losing her Mum to cancer, 11
year-old Eve still struggles to communicate her
feelings to her father. In order to connect with

her past, she makes a film for the mother she
never got to know.

I Must Upgrade!
Dir. Oliver Denyer  (UK, 2019) )

When the iPhone X came out, my phone looked
like a blocky piece of crap. That feeling inspired

this song. It’s about a prince who desperately
wants to keep up with the latest technology.

Oliver Denyer

I-OCCUPY
Dir. Lorenzo Lodovichi (Italy, 2018) 

A political manifestation is unfolding. At one
point a Molotov is thrown at the cops. It’s a

clash. Camilla helps a wounded person among the
protesters, climbs into the ambulance, crosses

the security barrier and immediately gets out of
the running vehicle to find herself in front of a

mysterious palace.



Kein Problem
Dir. Magnus Millang (Denmark, 2017)

 Copenhagen, late 1990s. When the lead singer of Denmark’s
second-best cover band calls in sick, the band’s two insecure
backup singers start backstabbing each other over the role
as lead singer for the night. Who knew that jambands could

be the scene of a life-or-death drama? May the best man in
denim shorts and denim vest win.

La Mort, père & fils
Dir. Paronnaud Vincent and

Waltgenwitz Denis (France, 2017) 
Death’s son doesn’t want to continue the

family business. Instead, he has a secret
dream to become a guardian angel, this

will trigger a succession of disasters. His
dad will have to get him out of this mess.

Last Day of Limbo
Dir. Jason Ward (USA, 2008) 

Jason Ward sent this film (on DVD) to me and my colleague
many moons ago (2008) as a submission…and we couldn’t
stop laughing.  Satire is the best form of calling things

out…so yes, while religion can be most often non-
sensical, Last Days is majorly endearing.  If people could

just have a bit more humor..maybe political/religious
discussions would be more productive. Fitting perfectly

into our “Losing My Religion” program, this comedy is the
example of a perfect low budget short…great acting,
great script “Old school humor”, and so relatable… 

 Alexandra Nakelski

Last Stop
Dir. Héctor Dávila Cabrera (Mexico, 2017) 

Chicken Brains…with a lot of chili and lime! Mexican
street food…humanity’s Last Stop.



Laughter and Forgetting
Hawraz Mohammed (Kurdistan, 2018) 

People are gathered in a tea shop that no longer is able to serve tea as the
country is blocked from importing tea. The coalition forces are bombarding

all places. Lack of tea has given people headaches. At last, the representative
of the coalition forces brings them an offer to provide tea if they accept

their conditions. This short film symbolically narrates the story of
annexing Southern Kurdistan to Iraq in 1921.

Lone Wolf
Dir. Hero Hemmingsley (Netherlands, 2018)

 young man prepares himself to commit a terror
attack. Arriving at the scene he has chosen for his

assault, he bumps into another youngster visiting the
same location. A short film in one take, filmed from

the perspective of both perpetrator and victim.

Looking for God
Dir. Zirek Mira (Kurdistan, 2007) 

Perhaps one of the most courageous film to come
out of the region, Looking for God is commentary

about the current political system in the country.
It is an abstract and symbolic portrayal of a

leader addressing the masses.Zirek MiraA
renowned Kurdish sculptor whose symbolic

works have shown in major cities such as
Sulaimania, Baghdad, Kirkuk, Kobane, and Sydney,
Australia. He made two visual and symbolic short

films as part of a workshop by filmmaker Jano
Rosebiani in Erbil.



Make Aliens Dance
Dir. SEBASTIEN PETRETTI (Belgium, UK 2018) 

Why did we select a film that is nearly void of a
soundtrack to be in our music program? The story

follows three characters struggling with the
aftermath of the loss of Mazzy, a young singer with a
superb voice. When her music is finally unveiled, you

realize how the seemingly disconnected characters in
the story are all intimately connected. The idea of

broadcasting this young ingenue’s music to the stars
above is a truly lovely way of honoring her departure

from Earth. Amy Peterson

Marooned?
Dir. Ryan Nagata (USA, 2009) 

Commander Walcott once again rids the scourge of
the De-Nublians from planet Earth! Or has he…? 

Sci-fi comedy at its best!

Milk
Dir. Santiago Menghini (Canada, 2018) 

When your mother tells you not to drink out of the
carton and use a glass…you better!

Minor Key
Dir. Ivan Sainz-Pardo (Spain, 2018) 

A touching short, “Tono Menor ” (Minor Key), is
a story about family, memory, Sunday lunch and

cod. A key change in the family nearly pulls
them apart but it’s ultimately the fish that gets

them back on track.Hugh HoldsMMF
Dir. Leonard Garner (Germany, 2017) 

A pair of thirty-somethings picks up a young, attractive
black man for a threesome. As they review the

experience, they probe each other, masking their own
insecurities with hipster irony and provocation,
including homophobic and racist jokes. Soon the

situation turns very embarrassing for them.



Modern Love
Dir. Itamar Gross (Israel, 2018) 

I thought this was quite a good representation on not
only modern relationships, and/or love, but also a

reflection on how some people find it easier to be
expressive and open online. However, quite often, behind

the safety of their keyboards, they contrive their
identities to the point of faking emotions in order to

make themselves more interesting.
Tatiana Pirogova

Molotov Man
Dir. Joris Weerts (Netherlands, 2016) 

A film about bureaucracy driving a victim to become a
villain. Maybe it was a choice by the filmmaker to make
the representation of the terrorist neighbors limited
(almost non existent)? By only showing two instances

of violence in a story that spans ten years, the conflict
is really between the protagonist and an unhelpful

police force, not the neighbors. But the main
character’s constant assertions about the “trailer

trash” felt hollow (if not entirely based on paranoia
alone), which made his  slow “descent” into madness

feel more inevitable than tragic.
Laura De La O

Moth
Dir.Shu Zhu (USA, 2018) 

An Asian-American actress struggles to revive her career in the sexually commodified
entertainment industry. In the wake of an impending transformation, we observe the

banality of her daily routine as her mental state slowly deteriorates.Every year I cannot
but help to include a valentine to LA…and that can also mean being critical while

simultaneously loving the culture. I could completely identify with this….wanting your
dream to come true, but realizing you no longer want to participate in the “hustle” required
to get there…  I remember one time  being asked to attend the glitzy gatherings featured here

in this film… to go get drinks at the hot spots was absolutely thrilling…now it seems fake
and exhausting.  One thing is for sure, you must evolve…you cannot play the same game in

your 40s that you did in your 20s. AN



Morgen Kommt Kein Weihnachtsmann
Dir. Anna Ludwig (Germany, 2018) 

Two brothers scour the neighborhood for a Father
Christmas so mom won’t be disappointed this year. I know

tons of holiday movies claim theirs displays the “true
meaning” of Christmas..but these neighbors, the mean

landlord and the resourceful kids even got this Old
Scrooge into the festive spirit…in July!  AN

Organic Reach
Dir. Tom Diffenthal  (UK, 2019)

When I first watched this film, I questioned its authenticity in
delivering a critique on the mediocrity of YouTube content. The

main character is, perhaps, an exaggeration of the masses of
everyday people trying to create their own space in a digital

world. But then an introspective realization made me come to
terms with the mediocrity of my own digital presence. Why do
we feel the need to “brand” ourselves and limit our ability to
create something real by merely capturing the things we like

for others to validate us? Perhaps this film hit a little too
close to home, and that is why it needs to be seen and discussed.

Amy Peterson

Outpost
Dir. Justin Giddings and Ryan Welsh 

(USA, 2018) 
It has been a long time since I have seen

such detailed story boards for an independent short
film. And it has been an equally long time since I have

seen a sci-fi short with the production value
of Outpost. Part of the joy of the genre’s conventions
is spectacular effects and Giddings and Welsh do not

disappoint. AN

Phildel: The Deep
Dir. Youri Dekker (UK 2018)

The official music video for Phildel’s song, “The Deep”. Ramsey has
just dealt with the loss of a close companion, and is trying to

move on to find out which path to take next.Exquisite animation
you can’t see anywhere else is one of the many satisfying rewards

of being involved in the film festival industry. AN



Post-Historical Dreaming
Dir. Rumena Trendafilova (Austria, Bulgaria, 2018) 

Post-historical dreaming is a film which uses fiction as a mode of criticism and
reconsideration of pressing societal memories. Bulgaria has moved on from the

communist regime, but has yet to recover. While the crave for a future and
abandonment of the past is stronger than the feeling of nostalgia, the Gods of this
future require a sacrifice of the old icons.The icons of the past are replications of a

former utopia: The movie is telling the socialist monuments’ hidden stories. From
the perspective of a dreamlike state, it is looking for the life and death, ambition

and lost cause, belief and rejection, all hidden behind a concrete façade. An
ambivalent quest for rebellion and peace between a society in transition and

utopias of the past… In a desperate search for balance…In a world of post-facts,
post reality, post everything we once knew… this film encapsulates the

disorientation one feels in our postmodern world of never- ending information
that may or may not be reliable…suffering collectively from historical amnesia. A

Stoner Academic’s dream…AN

Prophecy of the Encounter
Dir. Ati Maier (USA, 2019) 

The “Space-Rider” is back from last year to visit our festival! I enjoyed this slow-
paced, trippy film which gives a glimpse of life on a Native American Indian

reservation. The fictional short incorporates the Lakota Nation origin story, as
told by a Lakota elder over gorgeous scenes of horses and riders moving through

the grassy tablelands of South Dakota. The film depicts a version of the conclusion
of their origin story, as the Lakota prepare to return to the Pleaides star cluster.

I’d love to see more films made by or in collaboration with the world’s First
Nations peoples, as they have unique and fascinating stories to tell. 2019 is the

United Nations International Year of Indigenous Languages, and I think it’s
especially fitting that this film and story be screened at the festival this year.

Karen Peterson



Rabbid Jacob 
(graphic content)

Dir. Donovan Alonso-Garcia (France, Belgium, 2017)
Porn, the Apocalypse, a Rabbid Rabbi, and a menorah made of

d-@$%!’sThe rest you just gotta see to believe.*actor Kevin
Dudjasienski from previous Manifesto films : Cruelle est la

nuit and Life is Strange is back in a most memorable
supporting role!

Radio Voorwaarts
Dir. Mateo Vega  (Netherlands, 2018) 

I love when I see a film, then read the director’s statement and it
exactly what I just though in viewing the film!  AN Threatened with

eviction from their alternative community, an ensemble of misfits give
one last party to simultaneously mourn and celebrate the end of their
beloved space.Director Statement:Sometimes a house, a space, can be so

full of personal and collective history, so important for the lives of
the individuals that inhabit it, that the loss of it can feel like the loss
of a loved one. Radio Voorwaarts is a short film that began with this
feeling.I started working on the script right after the loss of a real
place, a house where friends of mine lived: a place where there was

space to create and do things differently without being crippled by the
exponentially rising rent prices in our hometown of Amsterdam. With

this project, my aim was to explore the subjective and emotional
feelings of loss that accompany urban renewal. These feelings are not

specific to Amsterdam, in my view, there is increasingly less space for
deviance and creativity in urban spaces in general



Relicious
Dir. Eugenio Villani and Raffaele Palazzo

(Italy, 2018) 
Shopping for religion is like shopping for yogurt,
same stuff inside..different packaging. Excellent

satire on the absurdity of how religion’s
tendencies of fostering co-dependence and that of

consumer culture has much in common. AN

Reruns
Dir. Rosto  (Netherlands, 2018) 

Everything’s different but nothing has changed. A
trip through a sunken maze of memories and

dreams.Out of all the submissions we received this
one spoke best to my postmodern disorientation. My

pre-Internet, pre 9/11 life seems like a rerun I watch on
TV, did it really exist? Does it still exist but on a

parallel timeline that I seemed to have skipped off of?
What happened at CERN that made everything go

wacky?! Get in touch with me if you feel the same…AN

Salvation
Dir. Thora Hilmarsdottir (Iceland, 2017)

Katrin wakes up in the hospital after a serious car
accident to find that she has received a life-saving blood
transfusion. However, the religious cult she belongs to

forbids such things. As Katrin struggles to reconcile
this conflict with her church and family, she begins to

become obsessed with the stranger whose blood is now
flowing through her veins.

Sand
Dir. Arjan Brentjes (Netherlands, 2017) 

You get up at five, eat your vitamins, take some
water with your coffee, work for a few hours, eat

your omegas and flavonoids, work a little more, get
some exercise and then take a shower. But don’t

bother trying to wash the sand out of your hair.



San Miguel
Dir. Cris Gris (Mexico, 2018)

 In order to heal her grieving mother, Ana, a devout 9-year-
old girl, pushes her faith to its limit in hopes of divine

intervention. Religion is a powerful force throughout the
world, that motivates people to make both meaningful and

horrific decisions. The loss of a loved one is often a defining
moment that forces grievers to decide what their religion

means to them. Ana’s own journey in the film recalls the
innocence of youth and the risk associated with putting
your faith in imagined divinity to save you from despair.

Amy Peterson

SDtoHDuprezMaxV2_009.mp4
Dir. Anna Spence (USA, 2018) 

Booted from the limelight, Max Headroom now roves the
video signal on the search for meaning. Once summoned to

the screen, he talks to the audience in hopes of
remembering his past life. As we watch Max, (and as he

continues to watch us), he begins to understand what it
will take to escape from his purgatory.Wow, I always DID
wonder what happened to Max Headroom.  I also always

kind of felt sorry for him…where does he go? What does he
DO? Just float around..does he talk to the TRON gang? 
Again I will mention the transhumanists who want to

upload themselves to digital information. No Thanks. AN

Short Calf Muscle
Dir. Victoria Warmerdam

 (Netherlands, 2019)
I thought this was an interesting take on

institutionalized racism and prejudice. The main
character (and the audience) sees himself completely

different from the way the rest of the world sees him.
It questions the notion that identity is solely self-

driven or solely external. It also questions whether
his alleged physical appearance is what defines his

character. Rest assured, though, you will enjoy the
dry humor as actor Henry van Loon portrays the

growing exasperation of being treated as an
“other.”Amy Peterson



Siri
Dir.王若尘  (China, 2018) 

In a near future, Siri, the Apple’s voice-controlled
personal assistant, is becoming more intelligent. It can

not only solve all the problems in life but also has
owned self-consciousness and begins to reflect on the
meaning of its existence. A photographer who usually

relies on Siri to do chores one day dashed the phone
against the floor in an unpleasant conversation with

it.My response to Siri and Alexa: “Open the pod bay doors
HAL!”“I’m sorry, Dave. I’m afraid I can’t do that.”We all

saw how that worked out….Alexandra Nakelski
Skógafoss

Dir. Niels Bourgonje 
(Netherlands, Iceland, 2018)

While on vacation with his girlfriend, Gijs
receives a phone call from his mother, that

reveals her troubled mental state and their
complex relationship.

Skyscrapers
Dir. Fabienne Giezendanner

(Switzerland, 2017) 
A critique on consumer culture, where owning a

home defines success, and extravagance is
rewarded with complications. Capitalism is built
on a house of cards, and this animated depiction

of those values gives that concept a literal,
visual interpretation.Amy Peterson

Subside
Dir. Scott Robertson  (Netherlands, 2018) 

Robertson’s Statement: We all unload our fear and
anxieties onto our loved ones, it comes hand in hand

with love. Though we now live in a world where
relationships are more fragile then ever and simple

values easily become lost in translation.



Subterra
Dir.  Joel Villegas Saldaña (USA, 2018) 

A gifted musician, disillusioned with his reality of
mediocre bar gigs and suffocating home life, looks to
break free from a community that seems to share few
of his aspirations.For an old school metal head, this

totally rocked for me. Dan Chavez-Wright of 3D
Friends delivers such a sincere performance you

would feel this borders on documentary. And shout
out to director Joel Villegas Saldaña  and co

writer Kevin Theal for spotlighting the importance of
metal and rock in the Latino community…growing up
in New Mexico, in the 80s, I know this genre of music

runs deep in the demographic and I sparsely see it
represented in such a significant way as it has been in

Subterra!   
Alexandra Nakelski

The 9ª
Dir. Daniel H. Torrado  (Spain, 2019) 

I have kind of been trying to stay clear of war films
this year yet I  am fascinated to see some films in the

circuit indicating that a portion of the population  in
Spain is nostalgic for Franco and in Russia, for Stalin. 

The romantic side of me always pictured the EU much
like the Federation in Star Trek..an alliance built of
diverse members all  being wise and progressive. But

then I get saddened when I hear talk of the EU
fragmenting, when I thought beyond economic

benefits, it was an alliance so something like WWII
could never happen again. In my naiveté, I figured that
alliance was solid and trail-blazed the future. I think

this film stirred up those thoughts in the back of my
head and makes me wonder the face of future global

socio-political structures.   Alexandra Nakelski



The Chimerical Museum of Shifting Shapes
Dir. Damian Alquichire (Colombian 2017) 

I am a sucker for experimental animation, and this did
not disappoint. This piece seems to be less about telling a

story, and more about creating a feeling…and that
feeling is anxiety. The combination of tense orchestral

music and the frantic animation style managed to cause a
sense of panic without any real narrative. The second it
ended I couldn’t decide if I wanted to re-watch it or take
a stress nap. It’s an excellent mixed medium experiment. 

 Laura De La O
The Fog

Dir. Ferdi Taskir  
(Kurdistan/Turkey, 2019) 

Kevok and Agit, who have escaped to Istanbul
due to the destruction of their historic town of

Sur in the Kurdistan Diyarbekr region and the
expropriation of their home by the state, come

face to face with uncertainties about their
futures.

The Funeral Dancer
Dir. Natalie MacMahon (Germany, 2019) 

The Funeral Dancer” is a thought-provoking film about “media-tized” cultures in
which everything is a social media event that needs to be shared virtually to gain

social capital. By depicting a high-concept futuristic scenario with colorful tones
and manipulated reality, the director comments the undercurrents of all-

encompassing contemporary social media consumption with wit and style. (by
Largo Film Awards)I would also add that the sheer number of mediocre content
and epidemic of self-importance is relevant to note. I feel I have to hack through

the banality with a machete to get to quality and pertinent content. The quest for
self-validation, I believe, defeats its own purpose.   AN



The Future That We Lost
Dir. Wenqian Gao (China, France, 2018)

Just as humans today imagine the world a century in the future, ancient
humans also envisioned themselves in future scenarios where we are now

today. There is no way for us to know whether the visions of the future can
be realized, but we can predict it by referring to the discrepancy between
past imagination by ancient people and the realities of today which were

used to be future for them. I reviewed different versions about 21st century
by ancient people in a differing century from the following points:

architecture, technology, urban design and lifestyle. I constructed a
parallel world according to what the ancient people have failed to

accomplish and abandoned designs.

The Last Embrace
Dir. Saman Hosseinpuor  (Iran, 2019) 
A little girl wants to show her drawing to

her family, but everybody is busy with their
cell phones. She goes to her grandpa who

has just passed away a few minutes earlier
without anybody noticing it.

The Last Five Minutes of the World
Dir. Jürgen Heimüller  (Germany, 2019) 

In contrast to A Star to Steer Her By,  this gang
chooses to bust open a brewsky instead of

introspective contemplation. Too bad you only get this
experience once, because I am personally torn between

the two methods of enjoying the last moments of
impeding annihilation. AN



The Mandarin Tree
Dir. Cengiz Akaygün (Germany, 2018)

After her father is arrested for political reasons by the
Turkish government, little Sirin is finally allowed to

visit him in prison for the first time. When a prison
official interprets her painting of a bird as an

anarchistic symbol and confiscates it, the girl is
devastated, but her father encourages her to believe in

the freedom of thought. For her second visit, she paints a
“harmless” mandarin tree. – Will her hidden message be

discovered?

The Nixie
Dir. Julia Bui Ngoc and  Mai Bui Ngoc

(Poland, 2018)
The Nixie is a dark folk tale, based on an old Polish

legend. It tells the story of a water nymph who
takes on a human form to seduce a young man she

encounters in the forest.  A coming-of-age
fairytale, “The Fairy of Switez Lake” is a modern,

seductive, filmic poem with a catchy new wave
soundtrack for this timeless cautionary tale.

The Overcoat
Dir. Ian Boisvert (Netherlands, 2017) 

As a film score nerd from a young age 
(John Williams, James Horner, Danny Elfman, etc.),
my excitement bubbled over when I saw-or rather
listened to-this film. Featuring an original score

that conveys movement and emotion
simultaneously, The Overcoat is, in the director’s

words, “an impression of the trials we go through
to try and fit in where we hope to belong. The

original jazz score punctuates the way our minds
improvise and interpret events in our lives. It’s not

a perfect story. We don’t live perfect lives.” I
couldn’t agree more.   

Amy Peterson



The Pattern
Dir. Azad Jannati (Iran, 2018) 

This short film is inspired by the real events
pertaining to the 1988 chemical attack of Halabja,

Iraq. The film captures the last moments of a
traditional rug being woven, as the weaver

reflects on her feelings and what she has been
through; although in reality not all the

patterns in her mind have made it into the rug.

There Was a Country
Dir. Hebun Polat (Turkey, 2018) 

The story of an elderly woman and grandchildren
trying to hold onto life again after the war.Hebun

Polat was born in 1992 in Diyarbakır Sur. He has
been working in cinema sector for 6 years in various

series and film projects. There was a Country is his
first short film. He currently works for the

Mezopotamya Sinema Kollektifi/ Yapım13.

The Traffic Separating Device
Dir. Johan Palmgren (Sweden, 2018) 

A traffic separating device is installed in the
middle of Stockholm. It is supposed to keep

normal cars away and only let buses pass. It
turns into a disaster as normal cars continue

to go there and hundreds of cars get destroyed
every week. Tragic and funny situations occur

and we follow the whole mess of human
failures.Maybe I am being biased because for

once it isn’t American infrastructure f-ing up
and us being dumbasses..or maybe it is because I
find people f-ing their cars up hilarious…I can

watch people being stupid all day…I would live
in Stockholm  and stand on this corner for
entertainment…and that old guy that got

stuck was so wasted! AHAHHAHA ..I want to go
to Sweden now on holiday just to watch people
f- up their cars….Ah luv it!   Alexandra Nakelski



The Transfer
Dir. Michael Grudsky (Israel, 2017)

Erez, an Israeli commissioned officer, and two
other soldiers have been ordered to transfer a

prisoner to Megiddo prison. Along the way, a
conflict arises that forces the young officer to
surpass himself in order to solve the situation.

Third Kind
Dir. Yorgos Zois (Greece, 2018) 

A bit Kubrick, a bit Tarkovsky in its pace, this
is definitely the type of sci-fi for people that

love to just get swept away in the
methodical slow pace and gorgeous
cinematography. ANEarth has been

abandoned long time now and the human
race has found refuge in outer space. Three

archeologists return to Earth to
investigate where a mysterious five tone

signal is coming from…

Three August Days
Dir. Madli Lääne  (Estonia, 2018) 

Set in 1990’s Estonia amid political upheaval, this sweet coming-of-age story follows
an Estonian girl learning to flirt with a rough-around-the-edges Russian boy without

the benefit of sharing a common language. While her nation fights to overthrow
Russian Communist rule, the girl steals money from her grandma and sneaks out of

home to purchase the one item that she believes can bring her together with her love
interest: highly sought-after and difficult to acquire Coca-Cola. Kids will be kids even

as the world shifts underneath them, but they have great capacity to look past
differences in others to find and forge bonds over what many adults would consider

minor commonalities.   Karen Peterson



Till the End of the World
Dir. Florence Bouvy (Netherlands, 2018)

A little girl and her father live alone together in a
little house by the sea. All is beautiful love and play-

pretend, except when dad slips in and out of a
depressive state, leaving his young daughter to fend
for herself emotionally. It was painful to watch the

little girl trying to cope with her beloved father’s
depression, alcoholism, and indifference during these

periods. I chose this film because it made me cry – the
storytelling and performances are excellent and I

couldn’t help but become emotionally involved in the
story, which is highly relatable for anyone who grew

up with a parent struggling with mental illness.
Karen Peterson

Too Weird for You
Dir. Dan Warren (Germany, 2018) 

 This may simply be a love-letter from the Manifesto Crew
to our patrons and audience, but we are sincere when we

say that part of our festival is celebrating the freak,
nerd, or dork in all of us. We are all beautiful, wonderful

creatures who deserve to find other strange creatures
with whom to experience the world. We hope you enjoy
the stop-motion delights of this sweet music video. Amy

Peterson  *And we love our alumni!  AN

Troll Hunters
Dir. Joseph Brett (UK, 2018) 

The Director’s Statement is in complete congruence with my thoughts on the
subject!We all know there’s no point in replying to online trolls – that their comments

exist solely to stir up chaos in the message boards, and that you can’t reason with their
hatred.In the current political climate it has become increasingly tempting to be

drawn into ‘debate’, in a hope that yelling at someone online might bring catharsis to
our frustrations with the wider political landscape.But that way lies madness.What
might start as a well intentioned up-vote on a positive comment, or simple fact-check

can turn into a night of mind-bending arguing, where the logic and structure of
reality is melted by the insane counter points of an opponent whose sole goal is to

confuse, enrage and frustrate. Time and reality slip away.



Tsar Bomba
Dir. Oskar Rosetti (Switzerland, 2018) 

Irina, a hard-working single mom, lives with
her only son Ivan, 19 years old, in a modest

apartment.  Despite her efforts to stay
connected and part of his life, Ivan makes it

clear he has his own agenda.   One day, she
comes across a viral video of unspeakable

cruelty and is horrified when the camera pans
and her son is in the room…

Under Mom's Skirt
Dir. Sarah Heitz de Chabaneix (France, 2017)  

A young woman goes with her mother for a routine
medical check-up that turns out to be full of

surprises. I enjoyed the honesty of this story. It is
packed full of comic relief throughout an entirely
uncomfortable experience. Relationships between

mothers and daughters are often volatile and ever-
changing through the years. Who doesn’t remember

finding out an embarrassing or disturbing fact about
their own parent as a young adult? But only through
those moments do we get a glimpse of the true, secret

identity of Mom or Dad.     Amy Peterson

Under the Rib Cage
Dir. Bruno Tondeur (Belgium, 2018)
This is the story of a guy who’s gonna die…

Maybe.Encapsulating the  program of
postmodern living’s thesis, (with an exquisite

color palette…) it is a shame we cannot hand out
Xanax at the screening; because even if you don’t
already have anxiety, you will be feeling uneasy
after this gem! The animation is spectacular and

in the words of our beloved alumnus
:“I absolutely love it!”  Nicole Chen



Void
Dir. Roman Villevoye 

(Netherlands, Iceland) ]
*Filmmakers in Attendance!

 A photographer on a strange alternative reality
Iceland encounters tribes and tries to document
their different rituals until something happens

that effects her deeply. Based on the “VOID”
collection by Dutch designer Maarten van Mulken.

Filmed in Iceland with local models.

Violent Equation
Dir. ANTONIS DOUSSIAS (Greece,2019
 Doussias returns this year after wowing us

with Aneigma in 2018. Once again Visually
stunning animation inspired from Kostis

Georgiou paintings. Dare not to be different.A
totalitarian society forces unequal things to

become equal.Ignorance creates fear and envy
brings violence.The average person’s feeble

mentality rules by any means.

Welcome Back
Dir. Matias Nilsson (USA/Mexico, 2016) 

After being deported to Mexico, Carmen is forced to survive in a country she doesn’t
understand anymore. Follow her struggles as she looks for an answer to where she’s really
from, and which country is truly her home. As an American watching this movie, I was struck

by the honesty of the portrayal of the “immigration issue.” In our media-driven society, we
are often isolated from outside perspectives and simultaneously inundated with USA-

centric news about the immigrant experience in America. Actress Natalia Cordova-Buckley
(Agents of Shield, McFarland USA) portrays the struggles and duplicity of having a national

identity as an expat.
Amy Peterson



White/Red
Dir. Alexandre Santos (France, 2018) 

Antoine makes YouTube videos to denounce amalgams and racism. But two days after
Paris attacks in 2015, he meets somebody in a bar who disrupts his beliefs… Boy are we
lucky this year to have Tatiana Pirogova, YouTube commentator, be here to enlighten

us Gen X’ers about this current zeitgeist. Tons of films about YouTube..it seems
superfluous. But why? Why now? Are we reaching critical mass? AN  I am aware of

many online “journalists”  who, a few years back,  had this same reaction. They would
post article and article about racism and fear, then it would turn out they held some

of these beliefs; the only reason they do it is, as was mentioned in the start of this
film…views. He says “The last video got a million hits, I need to keep up the momentum”
which is the sign of not somebody who cares, but somebody who does it because they
see a personal gain, being money, or social ‘points’ because they seem so “politically

strong”.   Tatiana Pirogova

Your Last Day on Earth
Dir. Marc Martínez Jordán

(Spain, 2018)
A Fox-dressed man breaks the

spacetime limits with only one goal: to
spend some time with his wife. But

beneath this recreational act there’s
a far more complex and ambitious
plan.Furries and the Apocalypse…

what more do you want?!
Yulya

Dir. Andre Marques (Portugal, 2015) 
Slavery did not end in the 19th century. It
just changed forms and is still a very real

phenomenon. In fact, nowadays,
statistically, there are more slaves than in

the “time of slavery”. Millions of  women
currently are forced into prostitution and
sex trafficking.  Yulya tells the grim story

about the exploitation of one of these
victims.  Astra Zoldnere



Zombies
Dir. Baloji

 (Democratic Republic of the Congo/Belgium, 2019) 
A psychedelic musical about consumption society.  Hypnotized by money, clothes

and self image on the Internet, people are walking around like zombies. They
refuse to see anything besides the capitalistic bubble that consumes them and

most often not too much else outside their Smartphone stupor.
Astra Zoldnere



NAUTILUS
Programs

MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL

People are Strange
Run Time 1 hr 7 min

 11:15 AM -Friday Sept 6
Be ready for the weird and quirky…this program is to remind us to
never take things too seriously…a menorah made from phalluses? 

You just have to see it to believe it…
Rabbid Jacob -19:20

Too Weird For You -1:56
Cavy World Cup- 10:39

Elvis! -3:49
Age of Animals 10:00

Under Mom’s Skirt- 12:10
Cold Storage- 8:45

Personality Crisis
Run Time 1 Hr 37 min

12:45 PM -Friday  Sept  6
Part of our Constructed Identities featured 2019 line up….these shorts explore

the lengths we go to in trying to connect with ourselves or others.
Feel-11:42

Drive 11:38
Moth- 16:54

Difference -14:00
Copy Shop 12:00

Marooned? 14:00



NAUTILUS
Programs

MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL

Under Pressure
Run Time 1 hr 31 min

2:45 PM- Friday Sept  6 
Ah the anxiety of living during the postmodernity of late capitalism! 

The Traffic Separating Device 15:00
Sand 4:48

DREAM/LIFE 22:22
Skyscrapers 12:15

Under the Rib Cage 13:02
EXCUSE ME, I’M LOOKING FOR THE PING-PONG ROOM AND MY GIRLFRIEND-23:11

 

Girls & Boys
Run Time 1 hr 18 min

 4:45 PM -Friday Sept 6
The permutations of how the sexes interact with each other is endless…

But at the end of the day is love just love?
DANTE VS MOHAMMED 28:00

Subside 3:20
The Nixie- 19:12

MMF 10:00
Outpost  17:29



NAUTILUS
Programs

MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL

Under Pressure
Run Time 1 hr 31 min

2:45 PM- Friday Sept  6 
Ah the anxiety of living during the post modernity of late capitalism! 

The Traffic Separating Device 15:00
Sand 4:48

DREAM/LIFE 22:22
Skyscrapers 12:15

Under the Rib Cage 13:02
EXCUSE ME, I’M LOOKING FOR THE PING-PONG ROOM AND MY GIRLFRIEND 23:11

 

Girls & Boys
Run Time 1 hr 18 min

 4:45 PM -Friday Sept 6
The permutations of how the sexes interact with each other is endless…

But at the end of the day is love just love?
DANTE VS MOHAMMED 28:00

Subside 3:20
The Nixie 19:12

MMF 10:00
Outpost  17:29

Feature:  Camp Wedding w/ short I Must Upgrade!
Run Time total 1 hour 35 min

 6:30 PM Friday Sept 6



NAUTILUS
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MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL

Apocalypse Please
Special Curated Program by Astra Zoldnere 

of 2ANNAS Film Festival, 
Riga Latvia  11:30 AM
Run Time 1 hr 23 min

In honor of my never-ending PhD, good friend and colleague  Astra curates this
collection of shorts to remind me of why I am doing this important research!

Black Friday 18:00
Waste 5:53

Nowhere Line: Voices from Manus Island 15:00
 Violent Equation 5:00

 Yulya  19:00
 Zombies14:50

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7TH
Kurdish film A Long Night 10:00 and 

Kurdish Documentary New Life 48:00.
Run Time 1 hour

 10:00 AM



NAUTILUS
Programs

MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL

Feature – Yonlu
Run Time 1 hr 30 min

 3:00 PM -Saturday Sept 7

Knock ’em Dead Kid
Run Time 1 hr 32 min

 1:15 PM -Saturday Sept 7
 While not necessarily a program for children, these films confirm the agency

kids often display that we, more often than not, do not give them credit for.
All In Good Time 13:00

Three August Days 20:00
MORGEN KOMMT KEIN WEIHNACHTSMANN 15:00

I made this for mum 22:15
A Visit 12:18Milk 9:30

Add a little bit of body text
Feature Documentary – BÎR (WELL)

Run Time 1 hr 3 min
 4:45 PM -Saturday Sept 7



NAUTILUS
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MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL

SUNDAY SEPT 8
Old Days

Run Time 1hr 27 min
 10:00 AM -Sunday Sept 8

 There have been so many clichés of older adults portrayed in cinema, 
but you know what, no one is ever at the end of the road, how we approach our

twilight years is never a set script.
Minor Key-11:49

Black Spirit -19:46
Hambre- 14:00

Easy Pickins- 13:00
In Full Bloom -10:40

58- 17:00

Add a little bit of body text

Nether Lands (Dutch Showcase II)
Run Time 1 hr 7min

plus Q and A
11:45 AM -Sunday Sept  8

Our second showcase in honor of our host country 
and to promote local filmmaking. 

The Overcoat 7:03
Flashback 7:47
Lone Wolf 17:11

Void 5:16
Molotov Man 26:00



NAUTILUS
Programs

MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL

Cartoons & Cereal  Animation Program                           
  Run Time 1 hr 6 min

 1:30 PM -Sunday Sept 8
OK wish we had the cereal to offer during this program…

but you will have to make do with just the animation!
VIOLENT EQUATION 5:00

Gottlieb 15:00
The Chimerical Museum of shifting shapes 3:42

Phildel: The Deep 4:34
The Future That We Lost  8:08

La Mort, Père & Fils  13:32
All the World is a Stage 1:30

Reruns  14:30

Add a little bit of body text

The Day the World Went AwayRun 
Time 1 hr 32 min

3:00 PM- Sunday Sept 8
Are we noticing a pattern here?  Incorporating my life’s work into

programming shorts is extremely relevant to me.  Apocalypse…a word that
has been significantly normalized in our lexicon…

but what does it really mean?
Eternity 23:49
Last Stop 5:46

Your Last day on Earth 12:00
A Star to Steer Her By 12:00

The Last 5 Minutes of the World 8:22
Third Kind 30:00



NAUTILUS
Programs

MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL

We Are the Internet I +II
Run Time 2 hours with 5 min 

Break 5:00-7:00 PM Sunday Sept 8
Digital technologies have made it extremely simple to forge expressions we

contrive. Is it really us behind handles and avatars or what we think we
want to be?  Is it a conscious or unconscious process?  Someone is always

watching in this voyeuristic culture we have created. 
Also, can AI construct their identities too? 

Skynet…here we come!
I

Farewell to the Ark 25:00
Blue 15:00

32-Rbit 7:45
White/Red 5:55

 
 

II
Siri 15:28

iRony 7:53
BROCCOLI 3:30

TSAR BOMBA 14:00
iOccupy 2:25

Troll Hunters 8:39



NAUTILUS
Programs

MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL

Where is My Mind?
Run Time 1 hour 1 min

 7:00 PM Sunday Sept  8
Probably the most philosophical program…if you like watching non-

narrative cinema and just let your mind run wild in the world the
filmmaker created, this series is for you….

Prophecy of the Encounter 14:12
Bavure 4:00
Reruns 14:30

SDtoHDuprezMaxV2_009.mp 44:16
Post Historical Dreaming 18:22

Invitation 5:08

The Nautilus Film Zaal Club
Eef Kamerbeekstraat 1004, 1095 MP



THE "B"

PROGRAM

Programs

MAIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL 

The “B” Program
Building B1

The George Theater: Floor 1
JOHAN HUIZINGALAAN 763 A1066 VH

AMSTERDAMFRIDAY 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 6-10:30 am
PLAYLAND USA

Dir. Benjamin Schindler (Germany, 2019) 
* Filmmakers in Attendance!

Run Time: 1 hr 28 Min



THE "B"

PROGRAM

Programs

MAIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL 

Sept 6-12:15 PM
Celluloid Heroes

Run Time 1 hr 31 min
It seems like ages ago when film was film, remnants of our memories

are archived on this beautiful medium. You can’t touch or hold digital
information…how will this transition affect our nostalgia? 

This is the War Room! 12:35
My Theater 19:45

Virtual memory 22:44
Into My Life 15:00

As the first time 20:00

2:00 PM
Don’t Stop Thinking About Tomorrow

Run Time: 1 hr 14 min
Many times me and the doc crew ruminate on how many films present
global problems but few offer solutions or hope…we like to advocate

for those that are out there actually doing something and not just
theorizing.

BURKINABÈ BOUNTY: Agroecology in Burkina Faso 36:37
Flip the Switch 10:00

Tears Of The Olive 14:28
Pinky Gurung  13:00

 
4:00 PM

Octav
Dir. Serge Loan Celebidachi (Romania, 2017)

Run Time: 1 hr 40 min



THE "B"

PROGRAM

Programs

MAIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8 10:30 AM
We Didn’t Start the Fire

Run Time 1 hr 18 min
In the true Manifesto tradition, we present different political

perspectives that challenge the typical establishment and status quo
regardless of one’s nationality.

Welcome Back 21:32
Error 404 7 min 7 sec

The Transfer 22:24
The 9a 14:00

Ad Infinitum 13:00

12:15 PM
Losing My Religion
Run Time 1 hr 30min

Are fundamentalism and atheism the only options left in this
paradigm shift?  Perhaps religion must evolve or… be extinguished all

together, especially when it is primarily used for controlling the
masses.

Salvation 24:29
Last Day Of Limbo 15:00

Exit 23:00
Relicious 8:27

San Miguel 18:00



THE "B"

PROGRAM

Programs

MAIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL 

2:00 PM
Let the Music Play

Run Time- 1 hr 42 min
Film and music go hand in hand….we plan to always honor this

partnership and celebrate the magic of  Synesthesia Radio
Voorwaarts 20:00

* Filmmaker in Attendance!
Subterra 18:12

No Problem 19:08
The Volcano Concert 20:13

Make Aliens Dance 24:00

4:00 PM
Cult Of Mediocrity

Run Time: 1 hour
When you get 700 films sent to you for review annually, you see

trends and patterns or more specifically, examples of the
zeitgeist….with the onslaught of social media and the sheer amount
of content produced and consumed it is the law of averages that the

majority of which is mediocre…average.  What lengths do people go to
for attaining attention? And when you are gone…will anyone even
notice? Another installment of the Constructed Identities theme.

Funky Lola 16:49
The Funeral Dancer  9:00
Generation YouTube 11:23

Modern Love 12:13
Organic Reach 8:21



THE "B"

PROGRAM

Programs

MAIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL 

5:00 PM
Behind the Blue Door 

 Dir. Mariusz Palej (Poland, 2016)
Run Time- 1 hr 33 min

The “B” Program
Building B1

The George Theater: Floor 1
JOHAN HUIZINGALAAN 763 A1066 VH

AMSTERDAM



CREA PROGRAM
Programs

MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL 

CREA PROGRAM
Sunday September 8th 2019

Nieuwe Achtergracht 170, 1018 WV Amsterdam,
Netherlands

10:15 AM-11:30 
AMKURDISH SHORT DOCUMENTARIES

 (FILMMAKERS IN ATTENDANCE!) 
with Q+A

Facing Death with Wire Cutters 
Dir. Sarwar Abdullah Kurdistan, 2017) 

30:00/Unseen Photos of Anfal– Dir. HAWRAZ MUHAMED 
and NABAZ AHMED (Kurdistan, 2019) 25:57

 
11:45 AM -12:45PM

Iraq/Iran Project-Minority Rights Group International
Panel 

w/ short
 Where We Belong: Returning To Nineveh Plains

 (Dir. Dario Bosio, Maren Wickwire)
Mays Al-Juboori: Civilian Rights Officer in attendance



CREA PROGRAM
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MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL 

Kurdish Shorts I
Filmmakers in Attendance for Q+A!

1:00 -3:00 PM
Laughter and Forgetting  Dir. Hawraz Mohammed  

(Kurdistan, 2018) 13:36
Broken Song Dir. Can Bapir  (Austria, 2018) 31:00

Rojava – A Call to Arms  Dir. Edoardo Richard Grasselli-Moyse 
(UK) 12:00

Evan, A Survivor’s Story  Dir. Rafiqfuad Yarahmadi  (Iraq, UK) 18:50

Kurdish Shorts II
1 hr 20 min  3:15- 5:00 PM

The Mandarin Tree -Dir. Cengiz Akaygün  17:58
(Germany, 2018)

Breath- Dir. Zirek Mira  (Kurdistan 2005) 05:45
The Last Embrace -Dir. Saman Hosseinpuor  (Iran, 2019)04:01

The Pattern -Dir. Azad Jannati (Kurdistan, 2018) 6:57
There  Was a Country  -Dir. Hebun Polat  (Turkey, 2018) 03:57

Anniversary  -Dir. Angelica Germanà Bozza (Germany, 2018) 14:17
The Fog -Dir. Ferdi Taskir  (Turkey, 2019) 19:45

Looking for God  Dir. Zirek Mira (Kurdistan, 2007) 6:34
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MANIFESTO FILM FESTIVAL 

HET KETELHUIS PROGRAM
Pazzanistraat 4, 1014 DB Amsterdam

Saturday September 7th
 

11:00 AM
Hearing the Image, Seeing the Sound: 

the Importance of Synesthesia in Cinema

1:00 PM
Princess of the Row 

Dir. Max Carlson (USA,2019)
Starring: Edi Gathegi, Tayler Buck 

and Martin Sheen
Run Time 1 hr 25 min

 
3:00 PM

Constructed Identities Panel
Free to the Public!
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